New Mexico Historical Review
Volume 89

Number 3

Article 2

7-1-2014

Brave Christian Soldiers: The New Mexico Territorial Militia in the
Civil War
Jerry D. Thompson

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr

Recommended Citation
Thompson, Jerry D.. "Brave Christian Soldiers: The New Mexico Territorial Militia in the Civil War." New
Mexico Historical Review 89, 3 (2014). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr/vol89/iss3/2

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in New Mexico Historical Review by an authorized editor of UNM Digital Repository. For more information,
please contact amywinter@unm.edu, lsloane@salud.unm.edu, sarahrk@unm.edu.

The New Mexico Territorial Militia in the Civil War
jerry d . thompson

•

Brave Christian Soldiers

T

he mood in the capital was one of confusion and great anxiety on the
cold wintry morning of 1 February 1862. New York–born Surveyor Gen.
John Anderson Clark watched the arrival of several militia companies,
all scurrying south to meet a large Confederate Army that was reported to be
moving out of the Mesilla Valley. “Today was the arrival in the town of two or
three small companies of yeomanry on their way to war,” Clark recorded. “They
leave tomorrow for the South—of course these undisciplined troops will not be
taken to meet the enemy in the open field, but will be used as guerrillas and to
garrison posts.”1
The next day, after the militia marched to St. Francis Church and lined up in
formation, Bishop Jean-Baptiste Lamy appeared in full regalia on the steps of
the adobe edifice. A military band struck up a lively military march, and Lamy
delivered a short but patriotic speech. “They were going to defend their homes,
their families and their property,” he told the men, and continued “that their
country expected them to conduct themselves as brave Christian soldiers.”2 He
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Figure 1. Alexander Alonzo. Seventeen-year-old Alexander Alonzo proudly poses in the
uniform of the New Mexico Volunteers at the grave of his great-great-great-grandfather,
Senovio Cordova, at the St. Johns Catholic Cemetery in St. Johns, Arizona. Alexander is
dressed in a standard U.S. Army uniform with a frock coat, Hardee hat, haversack, cartridge
box, cap box, bayonet, and scabbard. During the Confederate invasion and the Battle of
Valverde, Cordova rode with Capt. James Graydon’s (not Grayson’s) Independent Spies and
Guides, even furnishing his own horse. At the age of twenty-seven, Cordova reenlisted with
Graydon and served in the war with the Mescalero Apache. He was mustered out at Santa
Fe in April 1863. As several other Nuevomexicanos had done, Cordova moved to St. Johns,
Arizona, on the Little Colorado River. He died there on 13 December 1915. Photograph
courtesy of Gilbert Alonzo.

then blessed the men and, in the bright winter sunshine of the high desert, they
marched off to the drums of war as cheers echoed through the narrow, twisting
streets of the territorial capital.
The history of these militiamen has remained largely unclear. An analysis
of a variety of archival sources, however, including ninety-seven militia muster
roles compiled by the various company commanders, offers a reasonably accurate history of the militia—how it was organized, who fought, why they fought,
and to what effects—from the Confederate invasion through the Navajo, Apache,
Comanche, Kiowa, and Kiowa-Apache wars that immediately followed. The New
Mexico militia, though mostly overlooked by historians, played a significant part
in shaping the outcome of the Civil War in the Southwest.
Initial Investigations
Several months later, one of the first tasks of the newly-appointed acting assistant inspector general, Capt. Andrew Wallace Evans, was to determine the exact
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role the New Mexico Territorial Militia had played during the Confederate
invasion. Specifically, Evans was to ascertain how many men served in the militia, where they had come from, whether they had been at the Battle of Valverde,
and any expenses they might have incurred. Evans hoped to compile a “complete military history of every officer and man during his entire term of service.”
The Maryland-born West Point graduate asked every militia captain to submit
every scrap of paper in their possession to department headquarters at Santa Fe.
He also wanted the adjutant general’s office in Santa Fe, as well as district headquarters at Fort Craig, Fort Union, and Albuquerque, to search their records for
anything relating to the militia.3 After the Battle of Valverde, the men and their
captains had returned north to their towns and villages. Many of their muster rolls and other vital records had been misplaced, lost, or in some instances,
never compiled. Some of the company officers retained the militia records and
never submitted them to the adjutant general’s office in Santa Fe.
Evans quickly realized he faced a daunting, if not impossible, task. No one
seemed to know exactly how many men had been enrolled in the militia, for
how long they had served, and whether they had ever been paid. Evans could
not even determine how many companies had been recruited or whether they
were cavalry or infantry, much less where they had been mustered, by whom,
and for what length of time they had served. In many cases, there were only
muster-in rolls and no muster-out rolls. In several instances there were neither.
Evans could find no records whatsoever of several companies that were
known to have been at the Battle of Valverde. He finally concluded that the militia fell into two general categories: those called out by Gen. Edward R. S. Canby
under special orders, and those ordered out by Gov. Henry Connelly (1861–
1866). In October 1861, Canby asked for two hundred militiamen, but this number had increased dramatically during October, November, and December of
1861, as the threat of a Confederate invasion by way of the Pecos River or from
the Mesilla Valley seemed imminent. The men were mustered by companies,
mostly at Albuquerque, Santa Fe, Fort Union, and Fort Craig.4 As it turned out,
the militia had been much better organized than Evans initially thought, and
had been formed into regiments, brigades, and even divisions, with many more
officers and men than had been speculated.
Only one complete record of a field officer, that belonging to Brig. Gen.
Diego Archuleta, could be found.5 There was not a single piece of paper indicating that Brig. Gen. José S. Perea had ever been in the militia, although everyone
remembered him exercising authority and command. One of the most baffling
cases was that of Capt. Francisco Aragón. Aragón’s company had been stationed
at the isolated outpost of Cubero, on the edge of Navajo country sixty-three
miles west of Albuquerque, where the entire company, or so it was thought,
Thompson / Brave Christian Soldiers
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had surrendered to Dr. Fenis Kavanaugh, the post sutler, and a few other southern secession zealots during the Confederate invasion in March 1862. Consequently, Aragón’s men were classified as prisoners of war and thus subject to
exchange. As it turned out, a large number of Aragón’s company had not even
been at Cubero. Sensing the deteriorating conditions at the post, they had simply gone home to Albuquerque. In addition, two of Aragón’s officers were on
detached service at the time and were not part of the surrender, although they
were recorded in army records as such.6
Evans did learn that Canby, a colonel in command of the Department of New
Mexico at the beginning of the war, had asked Connelly for twelve hundred
men in late 1861. What Evans did not know was that months earlier, only days
after the shocking news of Maj. Isaac Lynde’s humiliating surrender to Confederates at San Agustín Pass reached Santa Fe, Gov. Abraham Rencher (1857–1861)
had issued a proclamation activating several hundred militiamen. For the “protection of the lives and property of the good people” of the territory, Rencher
wrote, “I exhort and require all persons liable to do military service . . . to organize themselves into military companies, elect their officers” and report to the
adjutant general of the territory, Charles P. Clever.7 The militia was to be armed,
equipped, and the men were to “hold themselves in readiness to be called into
the service of the United States.” Prefects in the counties of Mora, Santa Fe,
Santa Ana, Bernalillo, Valencia, and Socorro were to organize one company of
one hundred men in each county. The more populous counties of San Miguel,
Taos, and Río Arriba were to recruit two companies each.8
Recruited under Governor Rencher’s authority and then that of Connelly, the
militia, territorial officials initially thought, could be paid from the same fund
as that used to pay the regulars and volunteers, but this was not the case. Since
the militia had been called out under the authority of the governors, the War
Department determined that the territory was responsible for their expenses,
but in 1862, the territorial coffers were empty. As it turned out, as many as fourteen hundred men had never been paid, and the Nuevomexicanos had gone
home bitter and angry, with pronounced anti-American, anti-government
propensities.
Clever told Evans that Governor Connelly had used militia laws dating back
to July 1851, as well as a militia tradition from the Spanish and Mexican eras, to
call out the militia. When the Texans began arriving in large numbers in the
Mesilla Valley, Connelly had issued a levee en masse. Clever said that the call to
arms had been “met with every kind of obstacle, such as the interference of evil
disposed persons inciting the citizens to resistance.” It had thus become “necessary to draft and collect by force the men, together, in small numbers, from the
respective counties in which they had been ordered to be raised, through the
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assistance and aid of the civil authorities,” Clever went on to say.9 Moreover, by
early January 1862, as the situation in the territory worsened, Canby and Connelly were calling for even more militia.10 In fact, the largest number of militia
were enrolled only weeks prior to the pivotal Battle of Valverde.
To determine as much of the militia’s history as possible, Evans wrote to several of the militia leaders asking for information. One of the first to respond
was General Archuleta, who said that in response to Governor Connelly’s proclamation of 29 October 1861, he was placed in command of the militia in Río
Arriba, Mora, and San Miguel counties. To fill the quota in Río Arriba County,
a vast area that Archuleta said was over ten thousand square miles, he distinctly
remembered Capt. Juan de Jesús Martínez gathering seventy-eight men in a
three-month company, and José de la Luz Gallegos summoning sixty-four men
for three months.11 Both companies were taken across the mountains to Fort
Union to be mustered during the early winter of 1861. Archuleta had personally supervised the recruitment of the two companies in Río Arriba County, two
more companies in Taos, as well as one company each at Mora and San Miguel
del Vado.12
In Taos, Capt. Aniseto Valdez raised a sixty-nine-man company, while Capt.
Gabriel Vigil found seventy-eight additional men at Taos, Ranchos de Taos,
Placitas, Peñasco, and Córdova. In Mora County, Capt. Luis Leroux gathered
a seventy-seven-man company, mostly at Mora. In nearby San Miguel County,
Capt. Manuel Jiménez enrolled seventy-one men at Las Vegas in November
1861. According to Archuleta, all of this had been done in less than fifteen days.13
Maj. Gen. José Pablo Gallegos was the overall commander of the First Division of Militia, which included men from Río Arriba, Mora, and San Miguel
counties. The militia was recruited by county, with no regard to precincts, and
normally mustered at the nearest military post, where they were given meat,
flour, coffee, sugar, and beans, along with camp supplies and cooking utensils.
Major General Gallegos said that he had been reimbursed for his expenses by
Major General Oliver P. Hovey, as had the captains in the three counties. The
work of organizing a company in the militia, Gallegos said, was far more difficult than organizing a similar company in the volunteers. Unlike the volunteers,
men in the militia had been impressed using coercion and threats. When asked
to assist Archuleta in raising three hundred fifty men from Río Arriba and Mora
counties, Gallegos said that he had toured the two counties for twenty days to
consult with local leaders and to “force” men into the service.14
From Bernalillo County, Brig. Gen. Francisco Perea wrote to say that he
had lost all of his records during the Confederate invasion, but he had used
the “same system under which they [soldiers] were raised during the administration of the Mexican Government, that is to say they were raised by force
Thompson / Brave Christian Soldiers
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Figure 2. Territorial Militia. The numbers for the recruitment of the New Mexico Militia may
be inflated because in some communities soldiers served in as many as two or three different
companies during the course of the war. After enlisting from a particular town or county
during the Confederate invasion, a few soldiers were known to have enlisted in yet another
company from a different community during the subsequent war with the Native Americans.
Map by Alex Mendoza.

and through alcaldes and constables.”15 He provided little additional information. Many of the militia captains would have to be contacted in person to provide muster rolls and whatever records might be available before the men could
be compensated, or any meaningful history of the militia could be compiled.
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Evans never saw the ninety-seven militia muster rolls compiled by the various company commanders that today are secured at the New Mexico State
Records Center and Archives in Santa Fe. An examination of these muster rolls
brings into focus the history of the militia during the Confederate invasion and
the subsequent Indian wars. As expected, these muster rolls often provide the
names of the officers and men in each company, where and when the company
was recruited, and place of muster. In addition, some muster rolls have the ages
of the men, the value of their horses and mules, and any equipment they might
have possessed at the time. Muster rolls also provide the names of those who
were charged with desertion and, in some instances, the names of men who
were killed in battle or died of natural causes. Some are tattered, torn, and in
extremely fragile condition. Others are virtually illegible.16 A few were compiled by semi-literate individuals who tended to spell names phonetically. Many
records were recovered decades after the conclusion of the war by the adjutant
general’s office and local chapters of the Grand Army of the Republic, a vibrant
veterans’ organization in the territory. Several muster rolls, for one reason or
another, were evidently lost or destroyed. There are no muster rolls for a few
companies that were known to exist, and there are few, if any, documents or references to even indicate that individuals in these companies ever served in the
military. For this reason, the exact number of men in the militia during the war
may never be known with any degree of certainty.
Calling Out the Militia
Shortly after the surrender of federal forces at San Agustín Pass, Colonel Canby
asked Governor Connelly to call out several hundred militiamen. Canby was
hoping the territory could be restored to its “normal condition” as soon as possible. Maj. Isaac Lynde’s humiliating surrender, Canby told Washington, had
“roused the people of New Mexico from their apathetic condition, and I have
now no doubt that the organization of an efficient home guard . . . will be speedily
effected.”17
In early September 1861, following the Confederate occupation of the Mesilla
Valley, Adjutant General Clever issued orders mandating every justice of the
peace in the territory to compile a register of the name, age, and residence of
every able-bodied male resident between eighteen and forty-five. Only after the
enemy had been driven “from our borders,” Clever said, “could New Mexico
again enjoy the blessings of quiet and peace.”18 Those eligible for military service
would have six days to report. Using the rolls, the division commanders were to
divide their districts into regimental and company areas, determine rendezvous
locations, and arrange elections for the selection of company and regimental
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officers. As soon as enough men had been recruited for a company, officers were
to be immediately elected and, if they had not been selected within six days,
division commanders were to recommend qualified individuals to Connelly for
executive appointments.
Because the Fifth, Sixth, and Tenth United States Infantry were scheduled to
report to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, for reassignment, and the volunteers were
still being organized, the militia proved crucial for the defense of the territory.
Militia units, although never formally organized in the years prior to the war,
had fought Native Americans for as long as many in the territory could remember. Many of these men were seasoned frontier combatants. On 27 October 1861,
Colonel Canby asked Governor Connelly to call out twelve hundred militiamen, saying they should be equipped “with the least possible delay.” Two days
after Canby’s request, Connelly responded. Four hundred men comprising six
companies were ordered to rendezvous at Fort Union, two hundred militiamen
comprising three companies would gather at Santa Fe, six companies of four
hundred more militia would assemble at Albuquerque, and three companies of
two hundred men would rendezvous downriver at Fort Craig.19 For organizational and recruiting purposes, the territory was divided into three divisions.
Leading the Militia
Forty-two-year-old Maj. Gen. José Pablo Gallegos, a wealthy and esteemed
farmer and politician from the amber hills of Abiquiú, commanded the first
division, which was composed of men from the high mountain communities
in Río Arriba, Taos, and Mora counties. Recruited from Santa Ana, Bernalillo,
Valencia, Socorro, and Doña Ana counties, the third division was led by Gen.
José Leandro Perea, a thirty-nine-year-old wealthy merchant and sheep baron
from Alameda, a small community on the east bank of the Río Grande above
Albuquerque. Perea was from one of the most powerful and politically influential families in the territory.20 Many of the ranking officers were selected because
of their political clout in the territory and because they had served in the Territorial Militia since it was first organized in 1852.
A few officers, such as the aging sixty-year-old Diego Archuleta, who rose to
the rank of brigadier general before being pushed aside, had been in the military since before the American occupation. Born into a wealthy and influential
family in the Río Arriba (probably at Los Luceros), Archuleta, whose parents
hoped he would become a priest, received a primary and secondary education in Durango, Mexico. Instead of pursuing priesthood, however, Archuleta
returned to New Mexico and married Jesusita Trujillo at Los Luceros on 10
December 1840, and in time, the couple had seven children. In 1843 Archuleta
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was selected to represent Nuevo México in the Mexican National Congress. In
Mexico City, he developed a deep mistrust of the Americans.21 At the beginning
of the U.S.-Mexico War in 1846, Archuleta served as colonel in the Mexican Army
and second in command to Gov. Manuel Armijo. In fact, he was in the forefront
of the Nuevomexicanos who urged Armijo to use every effort to resist the Americans. After the war, he became a loyal and valued member of the territorial legislature, and in 1861, Pres. Abraham Lincoln appointed him agent to the Ute and
Jicarilla Apache.22 Archuleta simultaneously aspired to become territorial delegate to Congress, but despite a vigorous campaign in which he rode horseback
over hundreds of miles wooing voters, John Watts decisively defeated him.
Forty-year-old Col. Nicolás de Jesús Pino, a highly esteemed farmer and stockman from Galisteo, also played a significant role in the militia. Like Archuleta,
Pino had urged Governor Armijo to oppose the U.S. invasion and adamantly
contested Armijo’s decision to disband the army. Along with his younger brother
Miguel, who commanded the Second New Mexico Volunteers, Nicolás de Jesús
Pino so fervently opposed the norteamericanos that he joined Archuleta and
others in plotting a revolt against Gen. Stephen W. Kearny and the recently
installed territorial government. Arrested when the conspiracy was discovered,
Pino and several others agreed to swear allegiance to the United States. They
even joined Gen. Sterling Price in suppressing the bloody revolt in Taos following the death of Gov. Charles Bent.23
Born into an influential family at Las Padillas in 1830, Lt. Col. José Francisco
Perea, the son of Pedro José Perea, proved to be one of the more popular officers in the militia. He attended private schools and a Jesuit college in St. Louis
and New York City. Back in his native land, he worked fifteen years building his
commercial interests. He ran wagon trains from Missouri to New Mexico, and
even down the Camino Real into Chihuahua. A first cousin of José Francisco
Chaves of the volunteers, Perea was elected in 1858 to the territorial council.
When the Civil War erupted three years later, he greatly assisted Governor Connelly in rallying the population to the Union cause.24
Although widely mistrusted because of his southern sympathies, Miguel
Antonio Otero also helped to recruit the militia. He was born in 1829 as the
youngest child of Vicente Otero and Gertrudesa Chaves y Aragón at the small
settlement of Valencia on the east bank of the Río Grande opposite Los Lunas,
some fourteen miles upriver from Bélen. Otero was especially influential in
Valencia County politics. He served as county judge and Valencia alcalde.
With both personal and political motives, and influenced by his wife, Mary
Josephine Blackwood of Charleston, South Carolina, Otero worked to legalize black slavery in the New Mexico Slave Code of 1859.25 Otero also worked
hard to promote a Pacific railroad. Despite Otero’s southern proclivities,
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President Lincoln appointed him minister to Spain in 1861, but Otero accepted
an appointment as secretary of the territory instead. The Senate, however, refused
to confirm him.26
The Rank and File
Long before federal conscription began in the summer of 1863, many in New
Mexico were either drafted or coerced into joining the militia. In the process,
hundreds of desperately poor peons were caught up in the winds of war. Unlike
the creation of the volunteers that challenged the long-existing peonage system,
the creation of the militia allowed the system to remain largely intact. Peons
who ran off to join the volunteers were protected by the army and the federal
courts, while those who found themselves in the militia remained largely subservient to their masters. Whereas many of the officers in the volunteers were
easterners and veterans of the antebellum army, virtually all militia officers were
born and raised in the territory and were patrones who simply took their peons
to war with them much as southern slave owners took their slaves to war. In the
Territorial Militia, unlike the Confederate Army, however, peons bore arms.27
Although militia leaders, at least in theory, were to be elected, elections were
usually a sham, as it was a foregone conclusion who would be selected. But,
despite long searing marches, hunger, privation, defeat in battle, and the fear of
death, the war nonetheless offered a brief psychological respite from the brutal
and medieval drudgery of peonage.
Although promised the same pay, food, uniforms, and allowances as the regulars, men in the militia became gravely disappointed. Morale remained poor.
Recruits were less excited about fighting Texans than Native Americans, despite
the patriotic public pronouncements of Connelly and Canby. Knowing little if
any English and only citizens of the United States for thirteen years, most Nuevomexicanos remained highly suspicious of any central authority, especially a
distant and detached government some seventeen hundred miles away in a land
they had never seen, or even of a territorial administration they had played no
role in selecting. Yet at the same time, many Nuevomexicanos hated Texans and
considered them racist and rabid expansionists. Older recruits recalled how in
1841, the infant, yet aggressive Republic of Texas had invaded New Mexico and
murdered men on the Santa Fe Trail. Even after Texas joined the Union in 1845
until at least the Compromise of 1850, the pugnacious Texans claimed everything east of the Río Grande and even tried to establish counties along the east
bank of the river. It was said the Nuevomexicanos had an aversion to taxes,
but they abhorred Texas even more. Well aware of these sentiments, Governor Connelly attempted to portray the war as a contest between New Mexico
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and an audacious band of dangerous Texas adventurers, and not as a struggle between freedom-loving Unionists and belligerent slave-holding southern
secessionists.
Throughout the late fall and early winter of 1861, Connelly and Canby worked
hard to build the Territorial Militia into a formidable fighting force. Most of
the militiamen were recruited for either sixty days, three months, or, in a few
instances, for as long as six months. One company from Albuquerque signed up
to “serve as long as their service was necessary.”28 A seventy-one-man company
led by José Baca y Delgado from Ciénega, a small farming community fifteen
miles southwest of Santa Fe, signed on “to serve until discharged.”29 Although
the men were psychologically prepared for a fight with the hated Texans, a few
companies were sent to Cubero and Fort Fauntleroy to defend against the Navajos, freeing the volunteers to march to Fort Craig. While the territory braced for
a Confederate invasion, the militia remained actively engaged in vicious and
prolonged no-holds-barred guerilla warfare with Native Americans. Capt. Juan
Armijo’s Socorro Mounted Militia, for example, engaged in a ferocious fight
with the Navajos in the rugged Magdalena Mountains west of Socorro on 13 January 1862, only days before the company was ordered to Fort Craig. Several men
were wounded in battle, a number of horses were lost, and one man, Pvt. Manuel Sais, was killed.30
After the Confederate evacuation, in late July 1862, a thirty-seven-year-old farmer
from the village of La Cueva in Mora County, Pedro Mares, recruited seventy-nine
men for a punitive expedition against the Mescalero Apaches. They included relatives and friends, especially from nearby San Antonio, a small sheep-raising village three miles southwest of Mora, as well as a few men from the small villages of
Golondrinas, eighteen miles north of Las Vegas, and Guadalupita, sixteen miles
north of Mora. Although Mares never filed a report of his activities, Lorenzo
Labadie wrote from the Mescalero Apache agency at Anton Chico on 28 July
1862 that Mares’s men had ridden deep into the “Mescalero Country,” presumably the Sacramento Mountains, and made off with four Mescalero captives:
three girls and one boy.31 Mares and his men also took forty animals, seven of
which they claimed had been taken by the Mescalero from Mora County. When
Labadie asked Mares under what authority he had entered Mescalero County,
the self-proclaimed captain said he had the blessing of the county’s chief magistrate, and that his expedition had been in retaliation for a deadly Mescalero
raid into Mora County the previous month that killed several men.32 There is no
way to determine with any exactness how many companies made similar raids
against Native Americans in the years from 1861 to 1865. There are hints, however, that such bands of men abducted countless women and children during
these rough and bloody years.
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Many in New Mexico, especially those caught up in Governor Connelly’s
levee en masse, saw the war as a conflict imposed on them by political forces
from afar and had no interest in serving in the militia or the volunteers. Their
primary concern was day-to-day economic survival, and many men feared
being taken away from their land and their families for long periods of time.
Long suspicious of abusive outsiders, be they Spanish, Mexican, or American,
they preferred retreating to remote mountainous recesses of the vast territory
to military service, despite the heightened political rhetoric and promises made
by Governor Connelly and others. The historical record contains only hints of
what was certain to have been a persistent, although largely unrecorded, attempt
to resist conscription.
Capt. Rafael Chacón recalled how citizens in the small villages of Chilili,
Torreón, and Manzano on the wind-swept eastern slopes of the Manzano
Mountains “were frightened by the stories of the recruitment of soldiers for the
army and the militia, and they stayed out in the mountains under the pretext of
gathering pinons and acorns, but, in reality, in order to escape recruitment.”33
Evidently, many resisted the militia draft in the area. Col. Christopher “Kit”
Carson reported to headquarters on 1 December 1861 that he had sent one of his
officers and twenty-five men to accompany the sheriff of Valencia County to the
Manzano district to enforce the militia laws. “They returned,” Colonel Carson
wrote, “bringing in 27 militia, all of whom, with the exception of four, I turned
over to companies.”34
At about the same time, a young Colorado volunteer passing through the
picturesque mountain community of Peñasco, also recorded draft resistance on
the eastern slopes of the Sangre de Cristos: “This is in the mountains and there
are no men in the town; they are skulking over the mts.” The men in the snowy
mountain valley were attempting “to keep out of sight of the Territorial pressmen who are knabbing [sic] every man who is able to carry a musket and into
the militia they go.”35 In large parts of Río Arriba and Mora counties, Major
General Gallegos reported many instances of people “dispersed through the
mountains” to avoid conscription.36 Far to the south in Socorro County, a number of men, including three brothers named Pino, refused conscription and fled
west to Arizona to look for gold.37 There likely were many others.
Equipping the Militiamen
Putting together an effective militia force in the territory was daunting. At Fort
Union in late November 1861, Maj. William Chapman reported that in four militia companies that had recently arrived at the post, not a single individual had
a weapon of “any description.”38 At his headquarters in Albuquerque, Colonel
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Carson reported that several militia companies were gathering in the river village, but they had not been mustered because none of the men had weapons.
“They have no arms,” Carson bluntly told army headquarters in Santa Fe. When
his cry for weapons went unanswered, Carson managed to get the men 140 old
rifles that had been stored at Bernalillo. Carson promised that he would do
everything in his power to “gather all the territorial arms that I can to equip
them.”39 By the end of November 1861, of the six companies of militia that were
to be raised in Bernalillo County, only four had been mustered and the remaining two were only partially organized. One company and part of a second were
supplied with the weapons Carson had requisitioned from Bernalillo, while
another company was able to obtain arms from the local arsenal. Three companies remained without arms, and the ordnance officer at Albuquerque reported
he did not have “arms enough to equip a single company.”40 One of the militia
companies at Albuquerque, according to Carson, was “worthless” because it was
without arms. Even when the militia did receive weapons, they were generally
antiquated muskets.
Carson did receive two hundred muskets in early December, presumably for the militia, but he received no orders on how to distribute the weapons.41 Because all available arms in the territory had been distributed, Connelly
pleaded with Washington for at least one thousand rifles, preferably Minié
rifles.42 Commanding officers of the three militia divisions were ordered to seize
“public arms,” mostly old and obsolete guns previously issued to Nuevomexicanos for protection against raiding Native Americans. Arms that had been issued
to the Pueblos were to be turned in to the Indian agents.43 It was better to equip
the militia with weapons that were antiquated than to have the companies idle,
Connelly theorized.
The militia also direly needed ammunition and especially gunpowder since
the territory had no means to manufacture it.44 Shortages were so acute and
demands so great that on 17 January 1862 Governor Connelly issued a decree
ordering merchants throughout the territory to turn over all their powder and
lead. At the same time, ammunition sales to civilians were prohibited.45 In Albuquerque, Carson heard that a considerable quantity of powder belonging to Rafael
Armijo had been hidden in the home of Francisco Sandoval, and he sent Lt. John
R. Hubbell and a squad of militia to search the house. No powder turned up, however, and Sandoval denied ever having any. Certain that Sandoval was lying, Lieutenant Hubbell had him arrested and thrown in the guardhouse.46 As with the
volunteers, many of the militia recruits arrived for muster almost naked and shoeless. Although they were issued clothing and shoes by the various sutlers, usually
on credit, they still stood out while on review compared to the volunteers and
especially the better-equipped, better-dressed, blue-coated regulars.
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When the militia was finally placed under General Canby, any meaningful
communication from army headquarters, verbal or written, proved to be a serious problem for those who did not read or write English. Very few of the militia
officers spoke English, and few of the high ranking officers in the regular army
spoke Spanish. Translators were necessary for most communications, especially
courts-martials. Although orders were often published and distributed in Spanish, the orders had to be read to the men because of high illiteracy rates. Militiamen also tended to be much older and, given that many had been forcibly
conscripted, of lower morale and far less responsive to army dictates than the
volunteers or the regulars.
Once mustered, the men’s horses, mules, and equipment were appraised.
Although a few of the militia members possessed horses or mules, the vast
majority, especially the very poor, were on foot. Mules, because of their
strength, endurance, and sure-footedness in the mountains, were more preferable and valuable. Although their men were normally on foot, some of
the officers had more than one horse or mule. In a few instances, the army
provided horses, but they soon ran out of animals. During the Confederate
invasion and the war with the Native Americans that followed, hundreds of
valuable horses and mules died of starvation, were stolen, killed, or simply
lost. Their bones, sun-bleached and picked clean by birds, wolves, and coyotes,
could be seen on the Valverde and Glorieta battlefields and along the major
roads and trails of the territory for years. So bad was the need for horses that
in December 1861, Canby issued orders that no additional companies would
be mounted until the Quartermaster’s Department was able to obtain the animals from army contractors.47
At the time of their mustering, many of the militia companies were evaluated on discipline, instruction, military appearance, and the condition of their
arms and equipment. Regardless of size, every company had three officers: a
commanding captain, a first lieutenant, and a second lieutenant. Larger companies were sometimes allowed two additional lieutenants. Most companies had
a first, second, third, and fourth sergeant, as well as four corporals, who were
similarly designated. A few companies had men who were designated as blacksmiths, teamsters, and saddlers. Larger companies sometimes had two musicians, usually a drummer boy and a bugler, although a few units had soldiers
designated only as fifers. Unlike the young drummer boys so common in the
eastern theatres of the war, musicians in their forties and fifties were common
in New Mexico. One fifer, José Manuel Trujillo, in Capt. Melquiades Ramírez’s
company from Santa Fe County, was fifty-seven years old. Gabriel Sánchez,
forty-two, was a fifer and the oldest soldier in a company out of Las Vegas.
Yet José Estanislado Lucero, a drummer boy in a company from Alameda in
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Bernalillo County, was only fourteen.48 The youngest soldier in the militia was
likely Carmen Abeita, a thirteen-year-old fifer in Company C of the Second
New Mexico Infantry, who enlisted at Santa Fe in July 1861.49 Most companies
had no musicians.
Mustering the Companies
Many of the men in three-month companies were discharged prior to the Confederate thrust up the Río Grande in early 1862, and were able to avoid the bloodbath at Valverde. One such unit was Company C of the First Regiment of the
First Division, consisting of sixty-five men from Río Arriba County and commanded by forty-year-old Juan de la Luz Gallegos. Enrolled in late November
1861, the men were marched across the mountains, then mustered and equipped
at Fort Union. In January 1862, when the men did not receive the payment and
clothing they had been promised, they rioted. They were all subsequently transferred to other companies.50 Thirty-four-year-old José Ignacio Martínez commanded seventy-nine men in another three-month company out of Río Arriba.
As part of Colonel Archuleta’s command, the men also marched to Fort Union,
where they were mustered at Camp Benton, one of the training camps outside
Fort Union, on 17 November 1861.51 When several of the companies first arrived
at Fort Union, the mustering officer, Maj. Gabriel Paul, was too ill to receive
them, and it was several days before Maj. William Chapman stepped forth to
perform the honor.52
Forty-one-year-old Capt. Ramón Rivera commanded another company,
composed of sixty-one men, from Río Arriba County that went south in January 1862.53 At Chama, a small community on the west bank of the Río Chama
near its confluence with the smaller El Rito River, Capt. José de Merced Sánchez enrolled fifty-one men in a mounted company in late January 1862.54 Captain Sánchez, mounted on a mule, headed for Santa Fe with his small company,
recruiting men at Abiquiú and Los Luceros along the way. He arrived at Fort
Craig for reorganization and muster on 17 February, only days before the Battle
of Valverde. At El Embudo, later called Dixon, twenty miles north of Española,
twenty-eight-year-old farmer Juan de Jesús Valdez enrolled a small company
of twenty-eight men of the Second Brigade of the First Division in late January
and early February 1862. He led the men 224 miles down the Río Grande to Fort
Craig, where they were mustered only two days before the Battle of Valverde.55
A three-month company of eighty-five men that ranged in age from eighteen
to forty-five was recruited by Gabriel Vigil at Ranchos de Taos, Taos, Córdova,
Peñasco, Placitas, and Mora. They marched through the late autumn to Fort
Union, where they went into camp on 22 November 1861. The company was still
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at Fort Union when they were mustered out on 18 February 1862. Pedro Sisneros, a forty-one-year-old farmer, enrolled thirty-seven men for sixty days in
late January 1861 and early February 1862, in and around Río Colorado in Taos
County. They, too, made their way to Fort Union. At Taos and several small
communities including Ranchos de Taos, Arroyo Hondo, Placitas, Chamisal,
Río Colorado, Arroyo Seco, and Los Cόrdovas, thirty-year-old Aniseto Valdez, an influential farmer from the Taos Valley, recruited sixty-nine men into
a three-month company in November and December 1861.56 At Taos and Ranchos de Taos, Benigno Valdez enrolled fifty-one men in a sixty-day mounted
company at the same time and marched the men south to Fort Craig, where
they were mustered two days before the Battle of Valverde. On the long and
hurried march down the Río Grande, several horses and mules in Valdez’s
company became so jaded that they had to be abandoned. Sent home after
the Battle of Valverde, the company, with only one desertion, was mustered
out at Taos on 5 March.57 At Río Lucío, just south of Picarus Pueblo in Taos
County, thirty-three-year-old Felipe Sandoval enrolled a sixty-day company
of thirty-nine men as part of Col. Pedro Valdez’s regiment in late January
1862 and marched the men south, picking up recruits at Peña Blanca on the
way. The company was at Sabinal when they learned of the Union reversal at
Valverde. Retracing their route upriver, they were mustered out at Río Lucío
on 28 February.58
Capt. Juan José Gallegos mustered sixty men into the Territorial Militia on 11
February 1862 at the village of La Cañada in Río Arriba County. At Fort Union
the company was active for less than a month before they were mustered out on
9 March 1862.59 Across the snow-crowned Sangre de Cristos in Mora County,
twenty-three-year-old Louis W. Leroux found seventy-six men in the Mora Valley, who joined him in another company. The men, designated as Company A
of Colonel Archuleta’s regiment, were marched to Fort Union, where they were
issued uniforms and officially mustered on 14 November 1861. The company
was active for less than a month before they were mustered out on 9 March 1862,
prior to the Battle of Glorieta.60 At the same time, José Ignacio Martínez gathered a three-month company of seventy-three men in the Mora Valley, including a few men in their late teens, in what he called the Mora County Militia.
They, too, were ordered to Fort Union, where they arrived on 15 November. At
the small sheep raising community of San Antonio, three miles southwest of
Mora, Felipe Romero was able to enlist a company of forty-six men, including
close relatives and neighbors from the Mora County hamlets of Agua Negra
(Holman), El Coyote, Guadalupita, and La Cebolla.61
Santa Fe County contributed ten companies of militia to the conflict. These
included a company from La Ciénega, fifteen miles southwest of the capi278
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tal, which was commanded by forty-four-year-old Capt. José Baca y Delgado, a
wealthy local farmer who proved to be an able officer. Captain Baca y Delgado
would go on to command many of the same men in a volunteer company. The
company consisted mostly of peons, but the officers were family members, such
as 2d Lt. Manuel Baca y Delgado. From Santa Fe and the nearby village of Agua
Fria on the Santa Fe River, Capt. José Gonzales, a forty-one-year-old farmer,
organized seventy-seven men into a company on 8 October 1861. The men were
designated as Company E, and were part of Col. Anastacio Sandoval’s First Regiment of Col. Nicolás de Jesús Pino’s brigade.62 In Santa Fe, thirty-eight-year-old
Capt. Gaspar Ortiz y Alarid, a wealthy merchant, enlisted ninety-seven men
during the second week of December 1861.63 Many of the militia companies
arrived in Santa Fe in the midst of a terrible smallpox epidemic that killed hundreds of civilians, especially children. Small coffins, “preceded as usual by the
violin and banjo and followed by perhaps a half a dozen women,” mixed with
militia processions were an everyday sight in the capital.64 Two days after Christmas in 1861, surveyor general Clark, observed the pitiful scene of an eight- or
nine-year-old boy, preceded by two women, struggling down a dusty street in
the capital, carrying the coffin of an infant, possibly a sibling.65
Another company composed of forty-eight men and commanded by Capt.
Antonio Sena, a forty-five-year-old well-to-do clerk, was part of Colonel
Pino’s brigade. The company was organized in the capital for sixty days and
was immediately marched the two hundred miles to Fort Craig, where they
went into camp on 15 February.66 Ramón Sena, forty-two, raised a company of
fifty-seven men in the capital itself. One of Sena’s lieutenants, Benito Romero,
later raised a company of his own in 1863. In Santa Fe County, a thirty-nineyear-old tinner from Cuyamunque, twelve miles north of the capital, had
enlisted a sixty-one man company of militia in October 1860 and was in the
field fighting the Navajos.67
A company of sixty-one men recruited from Pojoaque and San Ildefonso
Pueblo in early October 1861 by forty-nine-year-old Capt. Jesús María Serrano,
a small farmer with three Indian slaves, was designated as Company H in Pino’s
brigade as part of Colonel Sandoval’s First Regiment. The largest company in
Santa Fe County, made up of ninety-eight men, was recruited in the capital by
Capt. José E. Durán. Once the sixty-day company had been enrolled, the men
were immediately marched to Fort Craig where they were mustered on 15 February 1862. At Pojoaque, Capt. Ramón Sena y Rivera signed up fifty-eight men
for sixty days and marched them south, along with Captain Durán’s company,
to Fort Craig.68
At the adobe village of Galisteo, twenty-two miles south of Santa Fe, and at
the mining community of San Pedro or what some were calling Placer, in the
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mountains thirty-two miles southeast of the capital, Capt. Jesús María Silva gathered seventy-nine men into a company. At San Pedro, thirty-three-year-old
Capt. Melquiades Ramires was also able to enroll a company of forty-nine
miners for sixty days on 16 January 1862. The dry creek bottoms and gravel
on the western slopes of the San Pedro Mountains had once yielded valuable
gold nuggets, but the gold had long since played out. Ramires immediately
marched his men to Fort Craig, where they arrived on 6 February and were
mustered in the next day and given horses. After the Confederate invasion had
already come and gone, twenty-five-year-old Charles Probst, a Hanover-born,
well-to-do butcher in the capital who had previously served as a lieutenant
with Durán, formed a company of his own that was made up of sixty-five
men from Santa Fe and San Ildefonso Pueblo. Another company raised in
Santa Fe after the Confederate evacuation was that of Francisco Bustamante, a
twenty-six-year-old tailor.69
The largest number of men in the Territorial Militia, 965 in all, came out of
San Miguel County. In fact, eighteen companies were recruited from Las Vegas,
the small communities along the Río Pecos, and those nestled in the small valleys on the eastern slopes of the pine-shrouded Sangre de Cristo Mountains.
Most of the men were assigned to either Col. Miguel Sena y Romero’s First Regiment or Col. Antonio Baca y Baca’s Second Regiment. All were part of the Second Division commanded by General Hovey and Brig. Gen. Teodoro Baca. As
was the case in other counties, most of the companies were raised in late 1861 or
the first two months of 1862 and were marched to Fort Union, although a few
companies from the upper Pecos Valley were sent in the heart of winter across
Glorieta Pass to Fort Marcy. At least two companies that were raised in early
February 1862 were marched directly to Fort Craig.
Three companies and parts of two others came out of Las Vegas. These included
a sixty-man company, complete with a fifer and drummer, commanded by thirty-year-old Capt. José Bernal, as well as a company of seventy-one men led by
Manuel Jimenez, a forty-one-year-old resident who listed his occupation as mayordomo. A company made up of fifty-six men from Las Vegas and Anton Chico
was led by Capt. Juan Manuel Silva. There was also a thirty-eight man company
from Las Vegas and Tecolote commanded by Reginio Ulibarri, as well as a company of forty-six men with forty-year-old José de Jesús Durán at the head. Interestingly, the oldest soldier in Durán’s company was the fifer, forty-two-year-old
Gabriel Sánchez.70
Three companies from San Miguel County came from the small farming,
trading, and herding communities along the Río Pecos, especially the county
seat of San Miguel del Vado, one of the oldest communities in the territory,
twenty-two miles southeast of Las Vegas, and the nearby twin village of San José
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Figure 3. Las Vegas, New Mexico. When Santa Fe fell to the Confederates, the territorial seat
of government (including the archives) was moved to Las Vegas. At that time San Miguel
County was the most populous county in the territory. In fact, the largest number of men in
the Territorial Militia, 965 in eighteen companies, was recruited from there. The long, onestory store of Carlos Blanchard, a leading merchant and trader, can be seen on the center
right on the east side of the plaza. Blanchard was one of several partners who opened the
Plaza Hotel there in 1882. Photograph by J. N. Furlong, ca. 1870; courtesy DeGoyler Library,
Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas, negative no. Ag1986.0553.

del Vado.71 In late November 1861, forty-three-year-old José Guadalupe Romero,
who lived at El Pueblo, a small settlement three miles downriver, raised a large
infantry company of ninety-four men at San Miguel del Vado. The men were
marched forty-seven miles across Glorieta Pass to Santa Fe, where they were
mustered at Fort Marcy on 28 November. The discipline of the company was
reported to be fair, and the instruction fair, but the military appearance of the
men was poor, as was the quality of their arms. Only the clothing of the men
was rated as good.72 Twenty-five-year-old Celso Baca, a freighter and wagon
train owner, signed up forty-four men in a mounted company at San Miguel
in late January. The men were sent directly to Fort Craig, where they were mustered into the army for sixty days on 20 February, only two days prior to the Battle of Valverde.73 Upriver from San Miguel, at San José on the west bank of the
river, Atanacio Ulibarri raised a small company of forty men. Farther upriver
at Pecos, Capt. Felipe Gonzales enlisted fifty-five men, but almost nothing is
known of this particular company.74
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Nine miles south of Las Vegas on the Santa Fe Trail, at the small but “thriving
and prosperous” trading settlement of Tecolote, Capt. Ramón Ulibarri signed
up forty-seven militiamen in December 1861 and January 1862.75 Tecolote was,
at the time, described as “a collection of low adobe houses and narrow crooked
streets.”76 Another company of fifty-four men captained by José de la Cruz Gutiérrez, a freighter from Tecolote, was enrolled in January and February 1862,
and mustered at San José for sixty days. Along with Captain Baca’s company
from San Miguel, the company rode on mules directly to Fort Craig, where
they arrived and encamped two days before the Battle of Valverde. Nearby at
the hamlets of Rincones de Tecolote, Felipe Sánchez, a forty-year-old laborer,
found forty-two men and mustered them at Santa Fe on 14 February. One company of forty-four men, led by thirty-eight-year-old Capt. Viterbo Almanzar, a
small-scale shepherd and farmer, was organized at Los Valles de San Agustín on
the Gallinas River, nine miles southeast of Las Vegas, on 21 October 1861.77 At
Chaperito, another small adobe settlement on the Gallinas River and the edge
of the Llano Estacado, twenty-five miles southeast of Las Vegas, Capt. Manuel
Flores signed up fifty-eight men on 17 October 1861. Flores’ company, along with
that of Almanzar, was the first company in San Miguel County to be organized.78
At the cottonwood-shrouded tiny hamlet of El Montόn de Los Alamos, thirteen miles northeast of Las Vegas, Capt. Santiago Gallego, a twenty-six-year-old
farmer, was able to enlist fifty-four men.79
Capt. Agapito García recruited one company at Sapello, a farming and cattle raising hamlet thirteen miles north of Las Vegas. Little is known of García’s
company, however, not even names of his men.80 Down the Río Pecos at Anton
Chico, a rough trading community on the east bank of the Río Pecos, Capt.
Manuel Silva enlisted fifty-one men for sixty days.81
In Santa Ana County, which no longer exists and at the time was the territory’s least populated county, Capt. Felipe Sandoval persuaded ninety-six men
at the villages of Peña Blanca, Bajada, Sile, and the pueblo of Cochiti, on the
Río Grande, to join a two-month company that he took downriver for muster
at Fort Craig on 7 February 1862. A second company of thirty-six men was also
recruited at Peña Blanca, commanded by twenty-eight-year-old Capt. Antonio
Valdez. The company, like so many others, was ordered south at the same time
as that of Captain Sandoval. Captain Valdez purchased horses and mules for
eight of his men who had no mounts.82
Downriver in Sandoval County, two militia companies were enlisted at Los
Corrales, a small farming community on the Río Grande ten miles north of
Albuquerque. Forty-one-year-old Tomás Montoya put together a small company
of fifty-one men who signed on for three months on 7 December 1861. He led the
men to Bernalillo, where they were mustered the same day. Instead of being sent
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Figure 4. Cubero, New Mexico. During the Civil War, soldiers from New Mexico were
frequently stationed in the rough and rowdy rock and adobe frontier community of Cubero.
The 11,301-foot, snow-crowned volcanic spire of Mount Taylor is visible in the background.
“Mexican Town of Cubero, New Mexico, Western Outpost on the 35th Parallel” plate 74 in
Alexander Gardner, Across the Continent on the Kansas Pacific Railroad Route of the 35th
Parallel, (Washington, D.C.: Alex 1867); courtesy DeGoyler Library, Southern Methodist
University, Dallas, Texas, negative no. Ag1982.0214x.

south to fight the invading Texans, Montoya’s men were ordered west to Cubero
and the Navajo Country. After returning back to Los Corrales to regroup and
resupply, the company made a second sojourn in search of hostile Navajos in
February 1862 before returning to the Río Grande to be mustered out on 7 March
1862. West of the river, several men in the company lost their horses from lack of
forage and “hard service.”83 At Los Corrales, another company of fifty-three men,
mounted on mules of good quality, was raised by Juan C. Chaves in late December
1861 and early January of 1862. When Captain Chaves reported that three of his
men were refusing to follow orders, he was told to levy a fine of a dollar, and if the
men refused to pay, they were to be jailed for twenty-four hours.84 After the men’s
enrollment, they were immediately marched south and mustered at Fort Craig. In
Bernalillo, forty-one-year-old Julián Perea, a wealthy farmer, enrolled fifty-eight
men for sixty days in late January 1862.85
In the Río Abajo, Bernalillo County contributed almost as many men to
the militia as did the more populous San Miguel County. In all, 670 men in
eleven companies came out of the county. Seven companies alone were recruited
in the rough and tumble community of Albuquerque. An ill-fated company from
Albuquerque, composed of sixty-six men, was that of thirty-three-year-old Capt.
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Francisco Aragón, a small farmer from Los Corrales. The company suffered
more indignation than perhaps any other company in the territory. Enlisted on
19 November 1861 for three months, the company was armed with muskets and
sent west to Cubero. They arrived in the rock and adobe frontier community in
the shadow of the 11,301-foot ancient volcano, the snow-crowned Mount Taylor,
on 21 January 1862. Here Captain Aragón fell under the influence of a southern
loyalist and secessionist, the post sutler Dr. Fenis Ewing Kavanaugh.86
Four days before Aragón raised his company in Albuquerque, the barely
literate thirty-seven-year-old Capt. Juan de Dios Baca signed up seventy-seven
men for three months at Cubero. While Aragón was sent west into Navajo
Country, Captain Dios Baca was ordered south and then east to the twisting
confines of Abo Pass—a key geographic link between the Río Grande valley
and the salt lakes and vast eastern plains at the southern edge of the Manzano
Mountains—to help guard against any Confederate invasion by way of the Río
Pecos. The company was still camped at Abo Pass on 15 February 1862 when
they were mustered out.87
Twenty-seven-year-old Capt. Augustín del Valle raised a two-month company of eighty-two men at Albuquerque that was mustered on 30 January
1862.88 The men were part of Col. José Francisco Perea’s Third Division and varied in age from sixty-three-year-old Pvt. Miguel Candelaria to two musicians
in the company, Roqué Martínez and Aniseto J. Ortiz, who were only fourteen.
The company also included three privates, Blas Montoya, Polomio Gonzales, and Antonio López, who were fifteen.89 The Kentucky-born, thirty-threeyear-old, well-to-do trader and merchant, Charles B. Clark, who had been the
sutler at Albuquerque before the war, led another company enrolled at Albuquerque.90 Because he was also a notary public, hundreds of volunteers and
militia in late 1861 and early 1862 took the oath of allegiance before Clark,
all promising to serve the country “honestly and faithfully against all . . .
enemies and opposers.”91
Captain Clark’s Albuquerque “Home Guard” was the only company in the Territorial Militia that was composed almost entirely of non-Hispanics, although
Ambrosio Armijo did serve as the company’s first lieutenant. Clark originally
argued that many of the men in his company were not subject to a militia draft,
since they worked for the Army Quartermaster at the large Albuquerque depot,
and were therefore not part of the quota that Governor Connelly was imposing
on the town. They had certainly not, Captain Clark told Canby, expected “to be
put into the militia.” Nineteen of Clark’s men who were conscripted had already
spent five years or more in the regular army. Only under direct orders had Clark
reluctantly agreed to enlist the men. At the same time, Clark told Canby that
the men had refused to serve under Maj. Gen. José S. Perea, although they were
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willing to take orders from Col. Kit Carson of the volunteers. Any attempt to
force the men to muster would likely “result in breaking up the ‘Home Guard’
entirely.”92 The historical record contains no evidence of any army reaction to
Clark’s blatant and perhaps racist defiance.
Thirty-five-year-old John R. Hubbell, brother of Capt. Santiago Hubbell
who commanded a company in the volunteers, was a clerk in the family’s mercantile business at Chilili when he enlisted a three-month militia company of
seventy-eight men in Albuquerque. When the men’s enlistment expired, Captain
Hubbell persuaded most of them to join him in a volunteer company.93 Francisco Montoya enrolled seventy-seven men at Albuquerque for three months
on 26 November 1861. The men were mustered and took the oath of allegiance
the same day, with Lt. George W. Bascom, of “Bascom Affair” fame, presiding.
The company was headed downriver and was at Belén when they received word
of the disaster at Valverde.94 Reversing their course, they returned to Albuquerque and were mustered out shortly thereafter. At a cluster of farms on the west
bank of the Río Grande called Atrisco, just downriver from Albuquerque, a
forty-nine-year-old well-to-do farmer, Bartolo García, enrolled forty-eight
Atrisqueños on 15 November 1861. García’s company, unlike other companies in
the militia, was not discharged after the Battle of Valverde, and remained in service until 10 June 1862.95
At Los Ranchos de Albuquerque, just upriver from Albuquerque, and at
Candelarias, a small settlement in what is now northwest Albuquerque, thirtyseven-year-old Atanacio Montoya, a well-to-do farmer, formed a company of
eighty-one men. Captain Montoya took the men down the old Camino Real to
Fort Craig, where they were officially mustered on 8 February. The day before,
however, twenty men had been transferred to the Los Padillas militia company
of Capt. Geronimo Chaves. At Alameda, six miles upriver from Albuquerque,
twenty-four-year-old Néstor Jaramillo, a freighter by profession, put together
a company of seventy-six men. Jaramillo’s first lieutenant, Blas Griego Chaves,
was only twenty-nine, while the company’s second lieutenant, Melquiades
Chaves, was twenty-five. José Estanislado Lucero, the drummer boy, was only
fourteen. At Los Padillas, nine miles downriver from Albuquerque, Captain
Chaves was able to find forty-one men, including a number of his relatives, who
agreed to join him for sixty days. A few of the men were from Los Ranchos
de Albuquerque, Albuquerque, and Algodones. In late January 1862, the small
company headed south, arriving at Fort Craig on 8 February.96
Downriver in Valencia County during the last two weeks of January 1862, at
the community of Valencia across the river from Los Lunas, a farmer named
Manuel Alarid raised a forty-five man company of mounted militia for sixty
days as part of Col. Juan C. Armijo’s regiment.97 Another two-month company
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in Armijo’s regiment was that of Capt. Rómulo Salazar, which was enrolled on
17 January 1862. The sixty-seven-man company was raised at Tomé, a village
near the black-crowned volcanic hill of El Cerro de Tomé, five miles northeast of Belén.98 The sixty-year-old Armijo was a wealthy merchant and farmer
from El Sabino, a small settlement on the east bank of the Río Grande, opposite Sabinal. Like so many other companies, Armijo’s company reached Fort
Craig in early February 1861, just in time for the Battle of Valverde. On the Río
Grande at Los Chaves and Los Gabaldones, just north of Belén, Capt. Miguel
Velásquez recruited thirty-one men during the last two weeks of January 1862.
Arriving at Fort Craig, the men were transferred to Capt. José de Merced
Sánchez’s Chama company and Capt. Ramón Sena y Rivera’s company from
Pojoaque.99
Across the mountains to the east at the village of Manzano, twenty-five-yearold Ohio-born Charles W. Beach, who had peddled whiskey at Fort Stanton before
the war, put together a small company of thirty-six men. He led them southwest
through Abo Pass to the Río Grande and downriver to Fort Craig, where they
were mustered on 8 February 1862.100 Three miles north of Manzano at Torreón,
forty-three-year-old José Dolores Gallegos raised a company of mounted militia
and joined Beach and Alarid for the journey to Fort Craig.101
At least 642 militia members were enrolled in nine companies in Socorro
County. Similar to the militia from other parts of the territory, most of the men
were mustered for three months. From the small village of Cañada Alamosa
in the south to beyond La Joya in the north, the county encompassed a large
part of the central Río Grande valley, and in 1860 had a population of 5,725.102
At La Joya on the east bank of the river, a small farmer, thirty-eight-year-old
Juan Carrillo, signed up sixty-three men. A few miles south at La Jollita, thirtyyear-old Gabriel Pino, another small farmer, recruited sixty militiamen.103 At
Los Ranchitos de la Joya and Lemitar, the thirty-four-year-old sheriff of the
county, Luis Tafoya, enrolled a seventy-nine man company and took them to
Fort Craig. The company mustered out and departed for home two days prior
to the pivotal Battle of Valverde.104 Forty-year-old farmer Cayetano Tafoya was
able to recruit seventy-nine men on the west bank of the river at the wind-swept
hamlet of La Polvadera de San Lorenzo, near where Camp Connelly had been
established.105 At the adobe county seat of Lemitar, Néstor Gonzales, a twentyfour-year-old farmer, enrolled a company of seventy-seven men, some of whom
he found at Socorro, Las Nutrias, and Polvadera.106
Three companies led by Capt. José Trujillo, Capt. Juan Armijo, and a wealthy
and influential merchant who owned a store on the plaza in Socorro, thirtyone-year-old Capt. Dionacio Jaramillo, recruited close to 250 men at the small
villages of El Tajo, Pueblo de la Parida, San Antonio, San Pedro, Bosquecito,
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Escondida, Luis López, Polvadera, and El Sabino.107 Downriver on the east bank
at the old crumbling adobe hamlet of Valverde, six miles upriver from Fort
Craig, Capt. Candelario García, a merchant, gathered fifty-one men.108 At San
Ignacio de Alamosa (or what most citizens called Cañada Alamosa), a small village at the confluence of the normally dry Cañada Alamosa and the much more
vibrant Río Grande, well-to-do farmer Antonio José García enrolled fifty-seven
men.109 By late November, most of the Socorro county men had arrived at Fort
Craig and were in camp just north of the fort in a sea of white tents near the
river, close to where the volunteers were beginning to drill. Some of the men,
such as those in Capt. Luis Tafoya’s company, were mustered out only days prior
to the Battle of Valverde, and were heading back to their homes when the pivotal fighting erupted.
The black-bearded Col. Robert H. Stapleton, an economic and political force
in Socorro County, did much to help organize and recruit the militia in the
county. The Irish-born Stapleton had immigrated to the United States in 1846,
arriving from Liverpool, England. He enlisted in the Second U.S. Dragoons. A
wound from the U.S.–Mexico War was said to have left him a “great sufferer.”110
Tall and with dark piercing eyes, black hair, and a dark complexion, Stapleton
served at several military posts in the territory before being discharged in 1854.
Four years later, Stapleton married into the influential Baca family of Socorro
County and bought a piece of property on the Río Grande near the site of old
Fort Conrad, upriver from Fort Craig, where he established a store, and operated a ranch and small farm. He helped to supply Fort Craig and became one of
the wealthiest men in the county.111
As was the case in the northern part of the territory, the militia rolls were
frequently filled by coercion in Socorro County. At Fort Craig in late December
1861, Lt. Col. Benjamin S. Roberts promised to call on “influential Mexicans to
use their influence with the militia . . . and the six month volunteers” to reenlist
for three years. “Unless the militia can be persuaded to come into the plan, there
is but little prospect of any success,” Lieutenant Colonel Roberts said. Moreover, “the towns along the river below Albuquerque are already quite drained
of men.”112 Roberts told Stapleton that “if any of the officers or soldiers of the
militia, called into service under your orders . . . refuses to obey your call, I am
instructed to send you military force to compel their obedience, but it is hoped
there are no New Mexicans so ignoble in their natures as to refuse to respond to
this call of duty to defend their territory and their homes.”113
As late as the first week of January 1862, Colonel Canby was writing from
Polvadera that he wanted the militia to be fully prepared, but would use them
against the invading Texans only as a last resort. Canby was still hoping that the
militia could occupy strategic points and military posts to free up the regulars
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and volunteers to meet the Rebel onslaught. The militia “would be an embarrassment in the field,” Canby wrote, “and I think we will have enough without
them.”114 As the course of the war in the territory unfolded, it turned out that
Canby was badly mistaken.
In late October 1861, Connelly told Sec. of State William Seward that he had
“deemed it prudent to organize the militia . . . which has never been done since
it became part of the United States.” Due to the “rebellious spirit among the
people,” Connelly said it had not been prudent to arm the militia previously,
although in some instances men were given arms for campaigns against hostile
Indians. The governor was preoccupied with the ongoing war with the Navajos
and Apaches as much as he was with any Confederate invasion. “Extermination by the sword or by starvation is our only remedy for the evils which they
have caused,” Connelly told Seward.115 Connelly had little doubt that the regulars and the volunteers could drive the Texans out of the Mesilla Valley, while
the militia would be used to garrison the military posts in the territory and
take the field against the Indians during the winter. “Both regular and volunteer are animated with an earnest desire to wipe out the disgrace rested upon
our arms by the ignominious surrender of Major Lynde,” the governor wrote
Seward.116 By late November, Connelly was telling Seward that the Nuevomexicanos had responded to the call to arms with “cheerfulness and promptness.”
Counting both militia and volunteers, thirty-five hundred citizen-soldiers were
in the field, and most of the militia companies were full.
By early 1862, militia companies at Albuquerque and at Fort Union, complaining that they had not been paid and their families were hungry, had mutinied and were refusing to follow orders. From Albuquerque, Juan C. Armijo
warned Canby there was a “great sensation among the people, caused by the
delay of funds from the States to pay expenses of the government, especially the
volunteers.” Armijo feared there was a “conspiracy among the troops” and that
“malicious persons” were fanning the flames of a larger revolt.117 At Fort Craig,
the rumblings and threats of insubordination in several companies of volunteers alarmed Colonel Roberts.
At Cubero, where Capt. Francisco Aragón’s militia from Bernalillo County had
taken station, the men were shoeless, unable to procure clothing, and lacked basic
necessities. When rumors reached the men that they were unlikely to be paid
before spring, several deserted and returned to their homes in Albuquerque.118
From his temporary headquarters at Belén on 20 January 1861, Canby admitted
there was a “good deal of excitement in the reputable Mexican population,” and he
feared a pronunciamiento by the militia and volunteers in the Río Abajo.119
At the same time, John Ward, Indian agent to the Navajo, wrote to Canby
that conditions on the western frontier had deteriorated to such an extent that
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Figure 5. Plaza at Albuquerque Shortly After the War. Early on the morning of 1
March 1862, when word arrived in the town that the Texans were at Los Lunas and
rapidly advancing upriver, the post quartermaster and commander, Capt. Herbert M.
Enos, decided to burn all the supplies that could not be carried away. Citizens who
rented warehouses to the army in the village stood by as their property went up in
flames. Albuquerque had a reputation during the war for its rowdiness, gambling, and
prostitution. Nine men pose in front of and on top of the guardhouse while two others
cling to the flagpole. Photograph by J. N. Furlong, “Along the Line of the A. T. & S. Fe R.
R.” ca. 1870; courtesy DeGoyler Library, Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas,
neg. no. Ag1986.0557.

one or two companies of regular army cavalry would have to be sent to Cubero.
Ward concluded, as many as five hundred Pueblo Indians should be recruited
for a campaign against a large portion of the Navajo Nation, since the Navajos were not only in a state of war with the military and the Nuevomexicano
population of the territory, but were committing depredations against many of
their own people.120
Battle of Valverde
“Startling intelligence” that the long-expected Rebel invasion was underway
reached the capital on the night of 24 January 1862. Spies had ridden into Fort
Craig with news that twenty-five hundred to three thousand Texans were pushing out of the Mesilla Valley, up the Río Grande toward Fort Craig. Only days
earlier at Belén, Colonel Canby seemed sure that Gen. Henry H. Sibley’s Texas
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rabble was likely to move on the territory by way of the Río Pecos, with intentions of seizing Fort Union and possibly Albuquerque and Santa Fe. Receiving
the news from below, Colonel Canby began feverishly rushing volunteers and
militia companies south to meet the Texans.121 In distant New Mexico Territory, “considerable excitement prevails,” the St. Louis–based Missouri Republican commented.122
Hearing the news from below, Governor Connelly hurried south from the
capital in his carriage early on the morning of 25 January 1862. The governor
was accompanied by Maj. James Lowry Donaldson, a southern-born graduate of West Point in 1836 who had been placed in command of the District of
Santa Fe, along with sixty-one-year-old Kentucky-born James L. Collins, Indian
superintendent for the territory, and a small escort commanded by Capt. Guren
Chapin. The governor had wanted to leave the capital weeks earlier, but news
arrived from Canby that the Texans were in retreat. On his way downriver, Governor Connelly hoped to recruit several hundred additional militia, but Major
Donaldson urged caution, fearing the governor would embarrass Canby by
arriving at Fort Craig “with a large undisciplined force.”123 Nevertheless, it was
hoped the governor would take time to “give encouragement to the Mexican
Volunteers.” Some “doubt had been entertained with regard to the courage of the
Mexicans when coming in contact with Texans,” Collins wrote, “and we desire
to give them every possible incentive to acquit themselves creditably. . . . If our
troops do their duty, all will end well.”124 After passing several slower-moving militia and volunteer infantry companies and what seemed to be an endless cavalcade
of animals and supply wagons, the governor and his party reached Camp Connelly at Polvadera on 28 January 1862, before pushing on to Fort Craig.
Governor Connelly was not sure exactly how many militia were scheduled
to arrive at Fort Craig, although he estimated they would eventually number
between one thousand and fifteen hundred. “The spirit of our people is good,”
he wrote Secretary of State Seward, “I have here and en route 1,000 and more
of the elite of the country to aid in defending their homes and firesides.”125 By
11 February, there were already five hundred militia at the fort, and eight hundred were said to be within a few day’s march. “Enthusiasm prevails throughout
our lines,” the governor reported to Seward.126 The militia had “displayed a commendable spirit,” and “I have great confidence that they will do good service,”
Connelly continued.127 But what the governor professed publicly sometimes differed from what he knew to be true.
A decisive battle to determine the “fate of the territory” was in the making. “I
have no fears as to the results here,” Connelly confidently told Seward from Fort
Craig. “We will conquer the Texan forces, if not in the first battle, it will be done
in the second or subsequent battles. We will overcome them.”128 While Canby
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and Connelly braced themselves at Fort Craig, volunteers and militia continued
to arrive at the post, camping on the plain north of the post and in the swampy
bottomlands near the banks of the Río Grande. At least two companies of militia camped in the post corral.
Maj. Charles Emil Wesche, a thirty-year-old Prussian immigrant and Santa
Fe merchant who had been appointed adjutant for the Second Militia Division
and aide-de-camp to Col. Nicolás de Jesús Pino, left Santa Fe on 3 February with
the infantry companies of Capt. Antonio Sena and Capt. José E. Durán, along
with Capt. Ramón Sena y Rivera’s mounted company. The militia companies of
Capt. Miguel Velásquez and Capt. José de Merced Sánchez joined the column
at Albuquerque.129 Later, at Lemitar, two men in Captain Velásquez’s company
came down with smallpox and were left behind. Eleven days out of Santa Fe on
14 February, the column arrived at Fort Craig, where they were greeted by Governor Connelly. Captain Velásquez’s company so undermanned, however, that,
much to the captain’s chagrin, his men were transferred to other companies.
Early on the morning of 19 February, five mounted militia companies under the
command of Major General Hovey arrived, and an additional mounted company rode into the post the following morning. Maj. Arthur Morrison and Lt.
Col. J. Francisco Chaves would recall many years later how the volunteers and
militia were relegated to the “low watery bottom,” and how the men were “subject to rheumatic pains and other diseases caused by the unhealthy, stagnant”
environs, while the regulars were housed within the far healthier confines of
the fort.130
Although on the periphery of the bloody fighting at Valverde, the militia
would nonetheless play a critical role in the battle. The Rebels attempted to
bypass Fort Craig by crossing the Río Grande near the small village of Paraje.
As they moved along the heights east of the fort, the militia was sent into action.
Early on the morning of 19 February, Canby sent Graydon’s Spy Company along
with five hundred mounted militia under Colonels Pino and Stapleton to the
east bank of the river to watch the Texans. Pino’s command included Major
Wesche and the companies of Captain Sena y Rivera and Captain Sánchez. Here
they joined Carson’s First New Mexico Infantry and Capt. Henry R. Selden’s
670-man infantry battalion of regulars.131 All the Federals spent a cold and
uneasy night, sleeping on their arms and without anything to eat.
The day after skirmishing on the east bank near the southern base of Mesa
de la Contadera on 20 February, the always cautious Canby insisted on leaving Col. Miguel Pino and 590 men of the Second New Mexico Infantry, along
with three hundred men from Colonel Pino’s militia, on the east bank south
of the mesa as a rear guard while the bulk of his army rushed to the Valverde
ford. With the militia companies of Captain Sena y Rivera and Captain Sánchez,
Thompson / Brave Christian Soldiers

291

Major Wesche took a position southwest of the mesa, where they could clearly
hear the fury of the battle raging just upriver. Around noon, militia pickets
spotted three companies of Confederates, about 250 men in all, probably the
Confederate rear guard, trailing along the southeastern edge of Mesa del Contadera.132 Although they were outnumbered, Wesche sent the militiamen scurrying in single file around the south fringe of the mesa to within 80 yards
of the Texans. The militiamen’s confidence soared when they were suddenly
joined by 200 additional militia led by Colonel Pino and Lt. Col. Jesús M.
Baca y Salazar. Spotting the Nuevomexicanos, the Texans exchanged a few
shots before beating a hasty retreat past the edge of the mesa toward Valverde.
“We had a little skirmish with the rear guard of the Rebels; they soon turned
their backs upon us and joined their main body,” Wesche recorded.133 Wesche
had just ordered Captain Sena y Rivera and Captain Sánchez in pursuit of the
Texans when Adjutant General Clever brought orders from Canby to seize the
Rebel wagon train that Captain Graydon had spotted, which was visible from
the top of the mesa.
With several hundred men, Major Wesche took up a “fatiguing march” for
several hours across the steep arroyos and what seemed to be an unending line
of sand hills. Struggling ever southward, by late afternoon the fatigued Nuevomexicanos were in sight of the wagon train and were ready for a fight. Just as
Graydon had reported, the Texans’ camp from the night before had been hastily
abandoned, and the wagons were left partially loaded.134 Although Wesche had
hoped to salvage some of the Rebel supplies, especially medicine and ammunition, the day was growing short. He had no means of getting the wagons back
to Fort Craig, so he ordered his men to pull two ammunition wagons together,
and the other wagons as close as possible. “I next prepared a fuse, and, having
ordered everyone to shelter behind a sand ridge, I ignited the fuse and ran to
a place of safety,” Wesche wrote. Suddenly the February sky was afire, and the
wagon train was no more.135 “It was a beautiful explosion,” Wesche recalled. In
the early winter darkness amid continuing snow flurries, the fatigued but triumphant militiamen proudly marched back to the fort, only to have their exalted
spirits overshadowed by the disheartening news from Valverde and the seemingly never-ending arrival of ambulances and wagonloads of dead and dying
throughout the cold night and all the next day.136
In his official report of the Battle of Valverde, Canby placed excessive blame on
the volunteers and militia. Canby’s disdain and wrath was repeated by other officers
in the Union command structure in the territory, even officers who were not present at Valverde. News that the volunteers and militia fled the battlefield reverberated
throughout the territory and all the way to Washington. It would be repeated for
generations, inflicting shame and dishonor on the Nuevomexicanos. It seemed like
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a giant conspiracy, with Canby in the lead, to demean the Nuevomexicanos who
became easy scapegoats for the Union defeat. Because of the language barrier and
limited access to the territory’s English language press, there were few to defend
the volunteers, and no one to defend the militia.
Despite many desertions at the Battle of Valverde, Colonel Pino, along with
Lieutenant Colonel Baca y Salazar, Major Wesche, and seven companies of
mounted militia, 280 men in all, left Fort Craig at about eight p.m. on the evening of the battle. Colonel Pino’s small command consisted of men from the villages and towns of Albuquerque, San José, Chama, Abiquiú, El Rito, Embudo,
Santa Fe, San Miguel, and Tecolote. Although dead tired after thirteen hours
in the saddle, the men rode all night and were able to reach the village of Luis
López, four miles below Socorro, by daylight the next morning. The advance
guard of the Texans was on their heels, and by 23 February, the Rebels were
reported to be within two miles of the militia camp. With little rest, the militia continued upriver toward Camp Connelly, where they were hoping to find
reinforcements. The column was nearing Lemitar when a courier raced up with
orders from Major General Hovey to fall back on Socorro. After a brief rest to
allow their animals to graze, the men headed back to the one-storied adobe
village of Socorro. While riding downriver, Pino’s column was joined by other
militia companies from Camp Connelly.137 At the same time, Maj. Ramón Sena
y Rivera, escorting several deserters from the militia and volunteers, passed the
column while heading upriver.138 At Socorro the men bivouacked and established a grazing camp south of the village, where the badly jaded horses and
mules of the regiment were carefully guarded.
No sooner had Pino established his headquarters at Socorro on 24 February than his pickets reported Confederates approaching the village from downriver, along the river road. Capt. José de la Cruz Gutiérrez, with fourteen men
from Tecolote, were sent to reconnoiter. Gutiérrez had been gone for no more
than five minutes when one of his horsemen galloped into the village to say
that a detachment of Rebel horsemen were approaching the village. Lieutenant
Colonel Baca y Salazar, with two infantry companies, deployed as a reconnaissance in force. At the same time, Pino ordered all of the animals from the grazing camp driven into the village and secured in a large corral. He posted the
remainder of his men on the southern edge of the village.
In the cold winter darkness, Baca y Salazar posted his men behind some old
adobe walls along the road leading south out of town. At the same time he sent
Captain Gutiérrez and a detachment out to dislodge some Texans who were
spotted 125 yards downriver. Gutiérrez and his men advanced cautiously in the
dark for about 90 yards when the Texans, estimated to number as many as 100,
opened fire illuminating the cold night sky. Hearing the gunfire, Lieutenant
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Colonel Baca y Salazar rushed forward with two companies, and the Nuevomexicanos opened a fuselage of musketry that drove the Texans back to their
main camp about a mile and a half below Socorro. At the same time, Pino hastily gathered his captains and warned them to maintain the utmost vigil, and to
be prepared for “immediate action.”139
In the tense darkness, the entire Rebel advance, under the command of Col.
Henry C. McNeill, was soon on the move. They were reported to be in battle
formation on the arid, mesquite-studded mesa southwest of the village. More
frightening were the several artillery pieces the Texans pulled into position overlooking the village. Moreover, a second Rebel force under Capt. George Milton
Frazer had gone around Socorro to the north and occupied another small mesa
that jutted out into the valley of the Río Grande. From here, the Texans controlled the road to Lemitar and Polvadera.140 Pino responded by sending out
several small reconnaissance parties to detect any further Rebel advances. Realizing he was outgunned and probably outnumbered, Pino was hoping to hold
the village until Camp Connelly, the villages, and the large depot at Albuquerque could be evacuated, as Canby had directed.
At about eight p.m. that evening, the Rebels fired a single cannon shot over
the village that slammed into the dry earth just beyond San Miguel Church.141
Realizing the peril of the situation, Major Wesche sent Lt. Ignacio Montoya racing upriver to Camp Connelly to speed up reinforcements. Pino was certain that
General Hovey and Adjutant General Clever were at Camp Connelly with several companies of militia, and they would hurry south to help defend Socorro.142
Fearing an artillery barrage similar to what the Federals had experienced at
Valverde, many of the green militia began to leave their positions on the outskirts of the village and fall back toward the more defensible area around the
plaza. At the same time, Major Wesche raced about the community, attempting to rally the militia and to persuade as many civilians as possible to take up
arms in “defense of their government and their homes.”143 Pedro Baca, a wealthy
fifty-five-year-old merchant, flatly refused, telling Wesche that “the United
States Government was a curse to the territory, and if the Texans take and keep
possession of New Mexico, the change would only be for the better.”144 Many
Nuevomexicanos such as Baca firmly remembered and deeply resented the conquest of New Mexico in 1846 and the imposition of American politics and law.
He and a number of others hoped to opt out of the present conflict, which they
considered an Anglo affair contrived from afar and fought over issues that did
not influence the daily lives of the Spanish-speaking population of the territory.
Sharing many of the prejudices of other Anglo military officers in the territory
at the time, Wesche characterized such efforts as “vain” and could not understand the townsmen’s “stupid indifference.”145
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Returning to Pino’s headquarters to report Baca’s “revolting ingratitude,”
Wesche learned from the village alcalde that a Rebel officer had come into
Socorro under a flag of truce and had asked for a meeting with Colonel Pino.
In the cold March darkness, Wesche was taken to a house not far from San
Miguel Church, where Lt. William Simmons awaited. The Rebel lieutenant
asked for the unconditional surrender of the village. Wesche replied he was certain that Pino would not entertain such a demand, but he agreed to escort the
Rebel lieutenant to meet Pino. At Pino’s headquarters, Lieutenant Simmons
repeated his demands, saying the Texans did not want to endanger “innocent families,” but they were prepared to attack the village nevertheless. Pino
responded that “in order not to expose the live[s] of innocent women and
children, he was willing to meet the Rebels on the open plain southwest of
Socorro the next morning and give battle.”146 Whether Pino was sincere or
bluffing remains uncertain. What is certain is that he was playing for time,
just as Canby wished. Simmons promised to inform Colonel McNeill accordingly, and with Wesche by his side, he was guided back through the militia
lines to the Rebel camp on the mesa. Wesche noticed at the time that the militia pickets had left their posts and melted back into the town, all of which he
attempted to conceal from the Rebel lieutenant.
Reaching the Rebel camp, Wesche and Simmons were met by Colonel
McNeill and several of his officers. The Rebel colonel demanded to meet personally with Colonel Pino, and then he, Maj. Henry W. Raguet, and Wesche
rode back into the village. In the second meeting at Pino’s headquarters, McNeill
threatened to launch an all-out attack on Socorro. Again, Pino agreed to fight
at daylight south of town, but McNeill said he did not want to wait to take possession of the village, since he knew he had the advantage. During the meeting, Pino was interrupted by several of his officers, who reported privately that
their men had gone into hiding and could not be found. It was impossible, they
argued, to defend Socorro. Wesche set out to investigate and was surprised to
see Captain Sánchez acting as the lone sentinel at a building where his men were
sleeping. Captain Sánchez said he was the only one left to stand guard, that all
his men had abandoned their posts, and there was no one to take their places.
Inside, several other officers, including Major Sena y Rivera, Captain Gutiérrez,
Lt. Edward Hornberger, and Lt. Ortiz y Tafoya, reported that their men, too, had
also left their posts, and many had deserted. In all the officers could account for
only thirty-seven men.
McNeill finally agreed to postpone his attack on the town, providing Pino “give
his word of honor that he had not written to anybody of the presence of the Confederates.” When Pino evaded the request and continued to play for time, militia officers agreed the militia colonel should visit the Rebel camp on the mesa
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southwest of town to see for himself how badly he was outnumbered. In the
early morning darkness, Colonel Pino, Major Wesche, and Lieutenant Colonel
Baca y Salazar rode along the Confederate line for several minutes, escorted
by McNeill and two other Rebel officers. After seeing “the long line of rebels”
and realizing that he was outnumbered six to one, and with little hope of reinforcements arriving from Camp Connelly, Colonel Pino agreed the situation
was hopeless. It was two a.m. on 25 February 1862. At ten a.m. that same morning, 150 men, including all of the officers in the regiment, came forth to surrender their arms, give up their horses and mules, take the oath of neutrality, and
be paroled. Without a single casualty, the surrender of Socorro was complete.
Seen from afar, the “affair at Socorro” was disgraceful, and yet another reason
not to trust the militia. For over a year, the men of the Second New Mexico Militia were largely forgotten, until they petitioned John S. Watts, Congressional
Delegate from New Mexico, to intervene on their behalf with Secretary of War
Stanton.147 Finally, on 12 May 1863, sixteen months after their surrender, the men
were exchanged.148
Several months after the Union defeat and the surrender of the militia at
Socorro, Pvt. Jesús Jiménez of Capt. Antonio Sena’s company of militia was
charged not only with deserting, but with entering the “service of the enemy.” A
court-martial found Jiménez guilty, and he was sentenced to execution by firing squad. In reviewing the findings of the court, however, Canby could find no
evidence that Jiménez had actually joined the Rebels, and he ordered the private
released.149 Sgt. José Ygnacio Lucero of the militia was also arrested and charged
with desertion during the Battle of Valverde. In a short court-martial at Albuquerque presided over by Lt. Col. J. Francisco Chaves, with W. F. M. Arny acting as interpreter, Lucero argued that he was prevented from returning home to
report to the local alcalde to be granted a pardon by Canby’s General Order No.
43, of 7 May 1862, because he was confined to the guardhouse in Albuquerque.
The court agreed and Lucero was released.150
In a military commission at Fort Craig presided over by Colonel Roberts,
Ricardo Pino and José Pino, both employed by the militia, were charged with
giving aid and comfort to the enemy. Ricardo was acquitted, but José was found
guilty and sentenced to be removed from his militia office and to forfeit his
property, to the value of $500.151
Capitulation at Cubero
Shortly after the Texans entered Albuquerque, a southern sympathizer named
Richmond Gillespie raced his horse into town with news that the military post
and depot at Cubero had been captured by a handful of southern partisans.
296

New Mexico Historical Review / Volume 89, Number 3, Summer 2014

Cubero was commanded by Capt. Francisco Aragón, who had been sent from
Albuquerque on 17 January 1862 with his militia company of seventy-five men
to guard the outpost. From the beginning, Captain Aragón seemed to have serious problems, although he had briefly but ably served as a second lieutenant in
Capt. Santiago Hubbell’s company of volunteers. Even before Captain Aragón
could reach Cubero, a few of his three-month militiamen deserted and returned
to their homes in Albuquerque. After the company arrived in Cubero, four
days after leaving the Río Grande, Aragón had a difficult time controlling his
men. Several soldiers who were in charge of a wagon train that was returning to
Albuquerque deserted on 24 February and they, too, returned to their families.
When the disheartening news from Valverde reached the post, several other
men deserted on 2 March and 3 March and left for Albuquerque.
At Cubero, Dr. Fenis Ewing Kavanaugh, a Missouri-born, horse-racing secessionist zealot, persuaded Aragón that the “Southern Confederacy was ruler of
the territory,” and his company must be dissolved.152 Kavanaugh had considerable influence in the hamlet, having run a store in Cubero for several years and
working as a sutler at Fort Fauntleroy to the west. When Fort Fauntleroy was
abandoned and the stores transferred to Cubero in December 1861, Kavanaugh
had continued as a sutler there. In a “bold bluff ” on the evening of 2 March
1862, he and three secessionist friends gave Aragón ten minutes to disband
his company and peaceably surrender the post, or suffer the consequences.153
When Aragón, who was said to have been drunk at the time but still commanded
forty-two militiamen, could not make a decision, further negotiations continued. He finally agreed to surrender early the next morning.
A “large and valuable lot of quartermaster’s, commissary, and ordnance
stores” that filled twenty-five wagons, along with medicines, sixty rifles and
three thousand rounds of ammunition, fell into the hands of the Confederates
and were soon on the road to Albuquerque.154 Aragón and his men were allowed
to retain their arms for protection against Indians, but only until they were
safely back in Albuquerque. On 7 April 1862, during the Confederate retreat,
Col. Miguel E. Pino arrested Captain Aragón at Los Pinos and sent him to General Canby for punishment.155 Captain Evans, who was serving as inspector general, later asked Gen. James Henry Carleton to launch a full-scale investigation
of the specifics of what had gone wrong at Cubero. Evans had heard that Capt.
Gregorio Otero, 2d Lt. Antonio Mexicano, and a former soldier named Clemente Sarracino, all from Cubero, were complicit in the surrender of the post.156
Although there was little evidence to substantiate such assertions, the Federals
even said that Captain Otero had been “raising a company of Mexicans” for the
Texan army.157
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Figure 6. 1st Lt. Magdaleno Calderón’s
Tombstone. Twenty-seven-year-old 1st Lt.
Magdaleno Calderón enrolled in the 2d New
Mexico Infantry at Albuquerque in August
1861. He survived courts-martial charges
of “Conduct unbecoming an officer and a
gentleman” and was honorably discharged
in May 1862. He is the only New Mexico
Volunteer to have a government-issued
tombstone in the large Concordia Cemetery
at El Paso, Texas. Photograph courtesy of the
author.

In the difficult days that followed the Union defeat at the Battle of Valverde,
including Colonel Pino’s surrender at Socorro and Captain Aragón’s capitulation at Cubero, Canby and Connelly lost all faith in the militia. “They have all
dispersed,” Connelly wrote from Santa Fe the second week of March 1862, “and
have gone to preparing their lands for the coming harvest, and this is by far the
best use that could be made of them.”158 Those militia officers and men thought
competent, however, were encouraged to join the newly-forming First New
Mexico Cavalry Volunteers.159
Of major concern in the weeks and months following the Battle of Valverde
was what to do with men who had left the battlefield without orders, and who
were reported in army records as deserters. With such large numbers of men
unaccounted for in the volunteers and militia, the military could not afford
to carry so many men on the books as deserters, men subject to arrest and
court-martial. In early May, General Canby issued far-reaching orders granting pardons to 852 men, providing that within thirty days the men report to the
alcalde closest to where they lived, agree to “remain peaceably at their homes”
and resume their “customary vocations.”160 All such individuals would not be
arrested, court-martialed, or punished in any way. None of the men reporting
would be allowed to reenlist in the military, nor could they expect any rewards,
including compensations for animals that had died or strayed, or equipment
that had been lost. Within thirty days, all of the alcaldes were to compile a list
of the soldiers and the company and regiment to which the men belonged.161
Although the orders announcing the conditional pardons were published in
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both English and Spanish, many of the Nuevomexicanos, especially in some
of the more remote areas of the territory, never learned of the announcement.
Confusion prevailed for many years even after the war’s end. At Santa Fe a year
later, justice of the peace Aniceto Abeytia wrote General Carleton, who had
replaced Canby in command of the Department of New Mexico and West, in
Spanish asking for directions as to the disposition of individuals who were presumed to have deserted. “I need some instructions,” Abeytia wrote, “as I do not
know what is to be done with them, should any of them report here to this
office.”162 Well into the summer, men who had deserted from the volunteers and
militia and who had not asked for a pardon were frequently arrested, and such
cases clogged the military judicial system in the territory. As it turned out, the
vast majority of the men had not learned of the opportunity to seek pardons, as
promised by Canby’s orders the previous month.
To prepare for a second invasion in the southern part of the territory, Carleton ordered Col. Joseph Rodman West to compile a census of every “able bodied man” on the Río Grande, all the way from Doña Ana to San Elizario, below
Franklin, in hopes of forming a large militia force. Men in the militia were to be
prepared to march at a moment’s notice. Yet many of the Hispanos were reluctant to cooperate with the army, Maj. William McMullen said, fearing it was the
intent of the government to confiscate arms they had taken from the Rebels.163
The names of 1,253 Hispanos between the ages of twenty-one and forty-five were
eventually compiled in September and October of 1862 at Las Cruces, Doña
Ana, Santo Tomás, Mesilla, and La Mesa, as well as Franklin, Concordia, Ysleta,
Socorro, and San Elizario along the Río Grande in far-West Texas.164 Any census of individuals between the ages of eighteen and twenty-one would require
an additional three weeks, West estimated.165 Of the men eligible for the militia,
only about one-third had weapons. After McMullen spent weeks compiling the
census, he found most of the men to be “poorly armed, mostly with pistols,” and
the weapons they did possess were of an “inferior quality.”166
Native American Wars
To combat Native American raids, militia companies commanded by the same
men (usually village patrones) who had been active at the time of the Confederate invasion were raised in Socorro County. In San Antonio in December 1863, José Trujillo recruited a militia company of fifty men. At the same
time, Capt. Candelario García gathered a militia company of forty-nine men
at Socorro. Calletano Tafoya raised another company at Socorro that served
from December 1863 until September 1864.167 José Trujillo enrolled ninety-four
men in a company at San Antonio in December 1863 that remained active until
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October 1864.168 At Alamocita, Antonio José García signed up sixty-eight men
into yet another militia company.169 The militia in the county, although loosely
organized, was commanded by Brig. Gen. Estanislado Montoya, a well-to-do
forty-year-old merchant and farmer from San Ignacio de Alamosa. Colonel Stapleton was second in command.170
Despite the poor condition in the villages along the Río Grande, the militia
in the county was able to strike back at the raiding Navajos and Apaches. While
Captain Benson was guarding the watering holes west of the Río Grande, Capt.
Baltasar Montaño took a forty-six man company of militia on a seventeen-day
trek west across the Plains of San Agustín as far as Rito Quemado, one hundred
miles from the river. Captain Montaño killed two Indians and seized twelve
horses and mules before retreating back to Lemitar.171 In January 1864, the military at Fort Craig agreed to equip the militia in Socorro County with 150 rifles
and to give them medicine.172 In command of the militia in the county, Brigadier General Montoya said that men under his command were poorly armed, if
at all, and were especially reluctant to be away from their families for prolonged
periods of time.
In addition, Governor Connelly’s proclamations of September 1862 and
October 1863 called out fifteen hundred militiamen.173 Men from Taos, Mora,
and San Miguel Counties were to rendezvous and be mustered at Fort Union,
while those from Río Arriba, Santa Fe, and Santa Ana Counties would gather
at Santa Fe. Militiamen from Bernalillo, Valencia, and Socorro Counties were
to congregate at Los Pinos. Carleton and Connelly were also hoping to recruit
men from the Mesilla Valley, who would rendezvous at Mesilla. In the mountains in Taos County at Peñasco, Capt. José Antonio Martínez eventually rallied seventy-seven men to serve for three months, but the men were not ready
until the end of February 1864.174 By October 1863, at La Ciénega in Santa Fe
County south of the capital, Capt. Francisco Bustamante recruited forty-eight
militiamen who said they were ready to march into the Navajo Country at
any time. Southeast of La Ciénega at Galisteo at the same time, thirty-sevenyear-old Capt. José Manuel Sandoval was able to find fifty-three men who were
prepared to fight the Navajos. In the capital, Capt. Benito Romero equipped
eighty-four men in a militia company. Capt. Jesús Sena y García was able to
raise a larger company of 112 men in Santa Fe, which was ready by November 1863. At Cochiti Pueblo on the Río Grande and at Peña Blanca, three miles
downriver in Santa Ana County, thirty-six-year-old Capt. Felipe Sandoval
reactivated his mounted militia company of eighty-five men. The men agreed
to serve for six months “during Indian hostilities.”175
In the Río Abajo at Bernalillo, veteran Indian fighter Capt. Santiago García,
who had raised a company in 1862, gathered a large company. Downriver at
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Albuquerque, Capt. William Van signed up 102 men for two months’ service,
who were ready by 1 December 1863. Upriver at Los Corrales, thirty-five-yearold Capt. Juan C. Chávez had a fifty-three-man company, mounted mostly on
mules of “good quality,” ready by December 1863. Gen. R. H. Evans, commanding the militia at the time, heard that Captain Chávez’s men were not obeying orders, and he told Chávez to fine the men one dollar each. If the men still
remained disobedient, he said, they were to be confined in the guardhouse for
twenty-four hours. Downriver at Atrisco, by November 1863, Capt. José Antonio Chaves mustered in seventy-seven men “for the term of the Indian Wars.”
Capt. Jesús Chaves, who recruited a company of militia in 1861, mustered in
ninety-nine men at Los Padillas in Bernalillo County.176
In Socorro County at Sabinal, Capt. Geronimo Chaves was prepared to take
the field with seventy-seven men. Across the river at the adobe village of La
Joya, Capt. Juan Carrillo signed up sixty-two men. In Socorro, Capt. Candelaria
García had fifty men ready for the “Indian Wars” by mid-December 1863. At
Socorro and Lemitar, Capt. Luis Trujillo, who had served in the militia during
the Confederate invasion, found seventy-seven men who were willing to form
a company. Many of the militiamen in Socorro County were much more
anxious to fight the Navajos than they had been in the case of the invading
Confederates. Capt. José García also recruited a militia company at Socorro.
Downriver at San Antonio, on the wind-swept west bank of the river, Capt.
José Trujillo enlisted ninety men by the second week of December 1863. At
Paraje de Fray Cristóbal on the river below Fort Craig, Capt. Celso Cuellar
y Medina was able to raise eighty-two men who provided their own mounts
and were ready by mid-December of 1863. Most of the Socorro County Militia were mustered in and ably commanded by the long-bearded Colonel Stapleton.177 In some instances, men who had served in the militia during the
Confederate invasion and had surrendered to the Texans refused to reenlist
or to join their old companies, arguing that the terms of their parole prohibited them from taking up arms. Adjutant General Clever concluded, however,
that any decision not to aid the government, “either directly or indirectly in
the present war, seems not to prevent anyone from serving in an expedition
against a marauding tribe of Indians, at war with all laws, morals and civilization, nor to obligate anyone from taking up arms in self-defense.”178 By the
time many of the militia companies had been equipped and ready to march,
the war on the Navajos was well underway.
At the same time, companies of the New Mexico Militia remained active
against the Navajos. In November 1863 in Socorro County, Brigadier General
Montoya reported that Capt. José Tafolla struck a Navajo rancheria near the
Sierra Dátil and took twenty-six cattle, four burros, and three horses. A second
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rancheria was hit at the “Three Brothers” near the headwaters of Alamocito
Creek. Forty-two head of cattle were taken but the Navajos escaped. Later in
November, Capt. Román A. Baca left Cebolleta with 116 mounted Nuevomexicanos and rode in the direction of the Chuska Mountains. On the sixth day out,
a day’s ride east of the mountains, Baca and his men fought two hundred Navajos, killing six and taking three prisoners. Back at Cebolleta, the three captives
were seized by Lt. Benjamin Stevens and sent to the Bosque Redondo.179
Detachments of soldiers were frequently accompanied by local militia units
who “joined in the general hunt.”180 In December 1863, twenty men from Paraje,
accompanied by a detachment of troops from Fort Craig, headed west from the
Río Grande on a punitive expedition with the intention of riding as far west as
the Rito Quemado on the north side of the Gallo Mountains. “If the people of
this district will only show some zeal in ridding their homes of these scoundrels, this district will become too hot to hold them,” Col. Edwin A. Rigg told
Carleton from Fort Craig in December 1863.181 At the same time, Rigg hoped to
incite the residents of Lemitar, Socorro, La Joya, and Sabinal to cooperate with
the army and “search the country thoroughly for Indians.”182
As early as November 1863, Luis M. Baca, a former major in the volunteers
and a leading political figure in Socorro County, had written Carleton saying
that Pablo Padilla was hoping to lead a two-month-long punitive expedition
into the wilderness of the western part of the territory. Padilla proposed to raise
150 men and ride west across the vast grasslands of the San Agustín Plains to
the headwaters of Tularosa Creek, then south through the Mogollon Mountains
to the headwaters of the Gila River before turning northwest to the Little Colorado and then to the gold fields in central Arizona.183 At Fort Craig, Colonel
Rigg concluded that the proposal by Padilla and “his friends” was little more
than a subterfuge to avoid what the Nuevomexicanos thought was an impending “requisition on them for military service.”184 After several months at Fort
Craig, Rigg also concluded that many of the poorer Nuevomexicanos, at least
those in Socorro County, were ambivalent about pursuing the raiding Navajos and Apaches, since the stock being taken by the raiders was almost always
from the wealthier class (“los ricos”), and they had little “to lose themselves.”185
But the always zealous Carleton seemed excited to sanction such an expedition
and to provide ammunition, as long as Padilla and his men were willing to “go
at once” and “attack all [the] Navajo or Apache they might encounter.” Carleton
had heard that as many as four hundred to five hundred Navajos were camped
on the Rito Quemado or further west on the headwaters of the Little Colorado.
“No women or child must be hurt,” Carleton decreed.186
A few months earlier the Socorro County Militia, under the leadership of
Brigadier General Montoya and Colonel Stapleton, struck against the Navajo
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deep in the remote and rugged mountains west of the Río Grande. In one vicious
battle, the militia had the “good fortune to inflict severe chastisement” on the
Indians, killing twenty and capturing twenty others, mostly women and children, along with a number of animals.187 Although three of the Navajos managed to escape, General Montoya and Colonel Stapleton wrote Carleton asking
that “the leading people of the county” be allowed to take the captives into their
homes and out of “kindness and good treatment to impress them with the principles of civilization and domestic comforts” they would never know as “wild
roving bands.” Such a decision, Montoya and Stapleton thought, “would have
a very beneficial effect” on the people of Socorro County and inspire them to
“form new campaigns.”188 Instead, Carleton ordered General Montoya, who in
1860 held three Indian slaves, to escort the captive Diné along with those seized
by Capt. Cuellar Medina to Los Pinos, where they would be transported to the
Bosque Redondo.189 In helping to curtail Native American slavery, the army also
appears to have been active in the San Luis Valley of southern Colorado. Samuel
F. Tappan recalled years later how the military prevented the Hispanos “from
making peons or slaves of the Indians.”190
Conclusion
Although largely overlooked by historians for a century, the New Mexico Militia played a crucial and significant role in the Southwest during the American
Civil War. Men who had joined the militia in those pivotal years from 1861 to
1865, either willing or unwilling, would never quite be the same again. They
had helped to turn back the Confederate invasion in 1862 and had fought the
Native Americans in the years that followed. They would long remain an integral part of the complicated history of a troubled land in difficult and tumultuous times.
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Place of Recruitment

Valencia

Los Valles

Albuquerque and Corrales

Socorro

Ciénega

San José and San Miguel

Albuquerque

Manzano

Las Vegas

Ciénaga

Ciénaga

La Joya

Los Padillas

Sabinal

Los Padillas

Atrisco

Taos

Albuquerque

Albuquerque

Company Commander

Alarid, Manuel

Almansar, Biterbo

Aragón, Francisco

Armijo, Juan

Baca y Delgado, José

Baca, Celso

Baca, Juan de Dios

Beach, Charles W.

Bernal, José

Bustamante, Francisco

Bustamante, Francisco

Carillo, Juan

Chaves, Gerónimo

Chaves, Gerónimo

Chaves, Jesus

Chaves, José Antonio

Cisneros, Pedro

Clark, C. B.

Del Valle, Augustín
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Bernalillo

Bernalillo

Taos

Bernalillo

Bernalillo

Socorro

Bernalillo

Socorro

Santa Fe

Santa Fe

San Miguel

Valencia

Bernalillo

San Miguel

Santa Fe

Socorro

Bernalillo

San Miguel

Valencia

2
2

2
2

2

3		

3		

3		

3		

3		

3

3		

3		

3		

3		

4

3		

3

3		

3		

3		

3

4		

3
20

73		

63		

46		

75		

97		

73		

38		

60		

46		

46		

54		

33		

72		

40		

55		

46		

50

40		

40		

76

66

49

78

100

78

41

63

49

49

60

36

77

43

58

49

75

44

45

County						
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20 January 1862

29 September 1861

28 January 1862

9 November 1863

20 December 1861

12 December 1863

January (8 February) 1862

12 December 1863

27 October 1863

November 1863

19 October 1861

8 February 1862

15 November 1861

15 January (20 February) 1862

7 August 1861

1 January (17 July) 1862

19 November 1861

21 October 1861

18 January1862

Muster Date
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Atrisco

Socorro

Alamocita

Socorro

Pecos

Aqua Frío and Santa Fe

Polvadera de San Lorenzo

Tecolote and San Juan

Albuquerque

Socorro

Alameda

Las Vegas

Mora, Placita

Corrales

García, Bartolo

García, Candelario

García, José

García, José Antonio

Gonzales, Felipe

Gonzales, José

Gonzales, Nestor

Gutiérrez, José de la Cruz

Hubbell, John R

Jaramillo, Dionicio

Jaramillo, Nestor

Jimenes, Manuel

Leroux, Louis W

Maes, Juan C.

2

60

2

2

2

2

2

3		

3		

4

4

3		

4

3		

4

4

48		

45		

79		

79		

4

48		

35		

52		

58

77

51

48

85

85

65

54

38

58

82

inc		

11

76		

4			

4

Bernalillo

Mora

San Miguel

Bernalillo

Socorro

Bernalillo

San Miguel

Socorro

Santa Fe

San Miguel

Socorro

2

2

2

3

3

3

3

2

2

2

2

3		

3

3		

3

4

4		

3		

3
2

38

3
49		

69

66		

71		

87		

71

13

71

71		

51		

52		

54

77

71

76

90

78

54

77

77

55

55
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Socorro

Bernalillo

San Miguel

San Miguel

San Miguel

Sapello

Los Alamos

Gallego, Santiago

Valencia

San Miguel

Sapello

Torreón

Gallego, Dolores

García, Agapito

Chaperito

Flores, Manuel

Santa Fe

San Miguel

García, Agapito

Santa Fe

Durán, José E.

Río Arriba

Las Vegas

Durán, José de Jesus

Santa Fe

Gallegos, José de la Luz		

Santa Fe

Durán, José de Jesús

December 1863

11 November 1861

11 November 1961

19 November 1861

13 November 1861

1 December 1861

January (20 February) 1862

23 November 1861

8 October 1861

19 Nov. 1861 (17 July 1862)

17 February 1862

12 December 1863

13 November 1861

20 October 1861

16 November 1861

17 February 1862

16 January 1862

17 October 1861

9 September 1861

19 October 1861

15 February 1861

La Jollita

Santa Fe and San Ildefonso

San Pedro

Agua Fria

Perea, Julian

Pino, Gabriel

Probst, Charles

Ramires, Melquiades

Ramón, Felipe

Santa Fe*

Socorro

Santa Fe

Socorro

Sandoval

Santa Fe

San Miguel

Valencia

Rencones de Tecolote

Bernalillo

Ortiz y Alarid

Sandoval

Bernalillo

Sanches, Felipe

Santa Fe

Montoya, Tomas

San Miguel

Bernalillo

Montoya, Francisco

Bernalillo

Bernalillo

Tomé

Albuquerque

Montoya, Francisco

San Miguel

Albuquerque

Montoya, Atanacio

Socorro

Río Arriba

Salazar, Romulo

Candelarias

Medina, Celso Cuellar

Romero, José Guadalupe

Paraje

Martínez, Juan de Jesus

Taos

Mora

Santa Fe

Río Arriba

Martínez, José Antonio

Río Arriba

Peñasco

Martínez, Ignacio
2

2
1

2

2
4		
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3

3		

3		
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3

1		
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3
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3
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69

83

79
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1

38		

65		

88		

82		

57		

44		

44		

64		

57		

55		

93

46		

72		

42

68

93

85

60

47

49

65

60

58

98

49

77
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74

73		

68		
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County						

Romero, Benito		

Mora

Company Commander
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21 Oct. 21 1861 (14 Feb. 1862)

17 January 1862

28 November 1861

November 1863

16 January 1862

September 1861

13 November 1861

16 January 1862

10 December 1661

17 March 1862

26 November 1861

15 January 1862

12 December 1861

28 February 1864

16 November 1861

Muster Date

Thompson / Brave Christian Soldiers

307

Peña Blanca, Bajada, Cochiti, Sile

Santa Fe

Santa Fe

Sena y García, Jesus

Sena, Antonio
4

Galisteo, Placer

Las Vegas

Anton Chico

Precinct No. 2

Socorro

Socorro

San Antonio

San José

Tecolote

Tecolote and Las Vegas

Silva, Jesus María

Silva, Juan Manuel

Silva, Manuel

Tafoya, Antonio

Tafoya, Calletano

Tafoya, Luis

Trujillo, José

Ulibarri, Atanacio

Ulibarri, Ramón

Ulibarri, Reginio

2

2

2

2

Santa Fe			
San Miguel			

Sapello

Unknown

1		

4

3		

3		

3

3

4		

3		

3

3		

Unknown		

San Miguel

San Miguel

San Miguel

Socorro

Socorro

Socorro

San Miguel

San Miguel

San Miguel

Santa Fe

2

3		

Santa Fe

Pojoaque, San Ildefonso

Serrano, José María

3		

3		

3		

3		

3		

4		

3		

2		

3		

Sena y Ribera, Ramón			

Santa Fe

Santa Fe

Santa Ana County

San Miguel?

Plaza del Llano

Santa Fe

Sandoval, Felipe

Galisteo

Sánchez, José Manuel

Taos

Taos

Sánchez, Juan Antonio

Plaza del Llana

Sánchez, José Antonio
Socorro

Río Lucio

Sánchez, Felipe S.

Río Arriba

Sánchez, José Merced		

Chama

Sanches, José Merced
2

4

8

53

56

52

61

57

44

113

97

49

51

54

49

38

52

5

38

46

41

94

79

79

18		

18

28			

37		

40		

38		

91		

69

74		

inc			

50		

51		

49		

55		

54		

33

110		

94		

46		

48		

50		

46		

34

45

September 1861

21 December 1861

20 October 1861

18 January 1862

13 (18) December 1861 (1863)

30 November 1861

17 November 1861

19 January 1861

1 February 1862

7 October 1861

15 February 1862

February 1862

November 1863

January 1862

16 January 1861

February 1862

September 1861

6 January 1862

16 January 1862

20 January (16 February) 1862

Taos†

Albuquerque

Placitas‡

Río Colorado, Ojo Caliente

Valdéz, Aniseto

Van, William

Vigil, Gabriel

Vigil, Juan

M
en

3

72

3

100		

66		

48		

3			

3		

3		

D
e
se
rte
d

61		

75

78

103

69

51

61
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September 1861

1 December 1863

10 November 1861

20 January (February) 1862

Muster Date

Sources: Data is from the muster-in and muster-out rolls, Civil War, subseries 4.3, Muster Rolls, series 4, New Mexico Adjutant General Records, collection 1973-019, New
Mexico state Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe, N. Mex.; and Letters Received, Department of New Mexico, Records of United States Army Continental Commands,
1821-1920, Record Group 393, National Archives and Record Administrations, Washington, D.C.
*Determined from Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29, National Archives, Washington, D.C.
†Placita, Arroyo Hondo, Córdova, Chamisal, Arroyo Seco, Río Colorado, and Ranchos de Taos
‡Ranchos de Taos, Taos, Peñasco, Córdova, and Río Arriba

Río Arriba

Taos

Bernalillo

Taos

Taos

3		

Santa Fe			

County						

Fernando de Taos
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Valdes, Benigno

Company Commander

New Mexico Historical Review / Volume 89, Number 3, Summer 2014

Unknown		

Appendix (continued)

308

Notes
1. John Anderson Clark diary, 1 February and 2 February 1862, Fray Angélico Chávez
History Library, Museum of New Mexico, Santa Fe, N.Mex.
2. Clark diary, 3 February 1862.
3. General Orders No. 41, 25 September 1861, Letters Received [hereafter LR], Department of New Mexico, Records of United States Army Continental Commands, 1821–
1920, Record Group 393, National Archives and Record Administration, Washington,
D.C. [hereafter DNM, RG 393, NA].
4. N. B. Rossell to Canby, 18 August 1861, in When the Texans Came: Missing Records
from the Civil War in the Southwest, John P. Wilson (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 2001), 118.
5. Diego Archuleta, Fort Union, item nos. 10824-2 and 10828-2, Muster-Out Rolls
no.433 and no.579, First Cavalry of New Mexico Volunteers, Regiment of New Mexico
Militia, Civil War, subseries 4.3, Muster Rolls, series 4, New Mexico Adjutant General
Records, collection 1973-019, New Mexico State Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe,
N.Mex. [hereafter Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA].
6. Francisco Aragón, Albuquerque, item no. 10829-3, New Mexico Mounted Militia,
Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
7. “Proclamation by the Governor,” n.d., in Benjamin Hayes’s Scrapbooks, Bancroft
Library, University of California, Berkeley.
8. Ibid.
9. Charles P. Clever to Andrew Wallace Evans, 7 July 1862, LR, DNM, RG 393, NA.
10. Edward R. S. Canby to Gabriel Paul, 7 January 1862, Unregistered Letters Received,
[hereafter ULR], DNM, RG 393, NA.
11. Diego Archuleta to Andrew Wallace Evans, 16 July 1862, LR, DNM, RG 393, NA;
and José de la Luz Gallegos, Fort Union, item no. 10829-18, Muster-Out Roll no.608,
New Mexico Militia, Company C, First Regiment, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR,
NMSRCA.
12. Diego Archuleta to Andrew Wallace Evans, 16 July 1862, LR, DNM, RG 393, NA.
13. Ibid.
14. Gallegos to Andrew Wallace Evans, 5 July 1862, LR, DNM, RG 393, NA.
15. Andrew Wallace Evans, “New Mexico Militia,” ULR, DNM, RG 393, NA.
16. In 2011, the NMSRCA began the process of digitizing the muster rolls of both the
volunteers and militia.
17. Edward R. S. Canby to AAG, 4 August 1861, in The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, 4 series, 128 vols.
(Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1880–1901), ser. I, vol. 4, pt. 2. These
voluminous and indispensable records will hereafter be referred to as OR, by series, volume, and page number (e.g., I, 9: 594) or series, volume, part, and page number (e.g., I,
50, 2: 65). See also, Missouri (St. Louis) Republican, 21 January 1862.
18. Charles P. Clever, 3 September 1861, General Orders no. 1, Miscellaneous Records,
subseries 7.10. Records of the Adjutant General of the Territory, series 7, Territorial
Archives of New Mexico, collection no. 1959-293, New Mexico State Records Center and
Archives, Santa Fe, N.Mex. [hereafter RAGT, TANM, NMSRCA].
19. Edward R. S. Canby to [Henry Connelly], 27 October 1861, ULR, DNM, RG 393,
NA; Enrique Connelly, Requisición Militar, 29 October 1861, Civil War, Muster Rolls,
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NMAGR, NMSRCA; and Circular, 29 October 1861, General Orders, Special Orders and
Circulars Received by the DNM and Dist. of NM, 1855–1859, RG 393, NA.
20. Enrique Connelly, Requisicón Militar, 29 October 1861, Civil War, Muster Rolls,
NMAGR, NMSRCA; Santa Fe County, New Mexico, Federal Census, 1860, r. 714, Santa
Ana County, New Mexico, Federal Census, 1860, r. 716, Bernalillo County, New Mexico, Federal Census, 1860, r. 712, and Río Arriba County, New Mexico, Federal Census,
1860, r. 712, microfilm (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Record Service), Eighth
Census of the United States, Microcopy 653, National Archives Microfilm Publications,
Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29, National Archives, Washington,
D.C. [hereafter roll number, census number, RG 29, NA]; Bernalillo County, New Mexico, Federal Census, 1870, r. 893, and Río Arriba County, New Mexico, Federal Census,
1870, r. 894, Ninth Census of the United States, RG 29, NA; and Río Arriba County, New
Mexico, Federal Census, 1880, r. 803, Tenth Census of the United States, RG 29, NA. Brigade and regimental commanders in the militia included Cols. Manuel Armijo, Miguel
Sena y Romero, Nicolás de Jesús Pino, Anastacio Sandoval, Teodoro Baca, Antonio Baca
y Baca, J. Francisco Perea, Robert H. Stapleton, Juan C. Armijo, and Diego Archuleta.
21. Santa Fe New Mexican, 22 March 1884. Although most sources indicate that
Archuleta was born in Albuquerque, his obituary has him born in Río Arriba County.
22. Ibid.
23. Maurilio E. Vigil, Los Patrones: Profiles of Hispanic Political Leaders in New Mexico History (Washington, D.C.: University Press of America, 1980), 49–51; Ralph Emerson Twitchell, Military Occupation of the Territory of New Mexico from 1846 to 1851
(Santa Fe, N.Mex.: Sunstone Press, 2007), 311–17; Richard L. Nostrand, Hispano Homeland (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1992), 156; and Ralph Emerson Twitchell,
The Leading Facts of New Mexico History (Cedar Rapids, Iowa: Torch Press, 1912), 320–21.
Nicolás Pino married Maria Juana Rascon, a recent immigrant from Mexico, in Santa Fe
in 1842. At the time he was twenty-one, she was twelve years old. Nicolás survived all his
brothers, dying in November 1896, and was buried in the village cemetery at Galisteo.
24. Twitchell, Leading Facts, 399–420; Biographical Directory of the American Congress, 1774–1971 (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1971), 1529–30; and
“Hispanic Americans in Congress, 1822–1995,” Library of Congress, accessed at www.loc.
gov/rr/hispanic/congress/pereaf.html. In a hotly contested election in 1863, José Francisco Perea was elected territorial delegate to the House of Representatives. The next
year, he was also selected as a delegate to the Republican National Convention that convened at Baltimore, Maryland, and was said to have developed a warm friendship with
Abraham Lincoln. Perea recalled being seated not far from President Lincoln’s box in the
balcony at Ford’s Theatre for the performance of “Our American Cousin” on the fateful
and tragic evening of 14 April 1865.
25. Loomis Morton Ganaway, New Mexico and the Sectional Conflict (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1944), 60–76; and James F. Brooks, Captives and Cousins: Slavery, Kinship, and Community in the Southwest Borderlands (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2002), 511–13. Receiving his early education from the
Catholic priest at Valencia, Miguel Antonio Otero went on to St. Louis University in
Missouri. After the Mexican War, he attended Pingree College in Fishkill, New York, on
the Hudson River, where he became assistant professor of Latin and Greek. Otero also
studied law in New York City and joined a law firm in St. Louis. In 1852 he became the
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private secretary to the Governor of New Mexico, William C. Lane, and was elected to
the Second Legislative Assembly. Otero later served two years as attorney general, and in
March 1856 was selected as delegate to the United States Congress, defeating José Manuel Gallegos.
26. Miguel A. Otero to William H. Seward, 1 September 1861, Letters Received, New
Mexico, General Records of the Department of State, Record Group 59, National Archives
and Record Administration, Washington, D.C. [hereafter LR, RG 59, NA]. Otero blamed
his rejection on “malicious and false representations made against me by unprincipled, personal and political enemies.” Otero’s son, Miguel Antonio Jr., was New Mexico Territory’s first Hispanic American governor. For biographical sketches of Otero, see
http://plainshumanities.unl.edu/encyclopedia/doc/egp.ha.030 and www.coloradoplains.
com/othero/history/miguel.htm.
27. The term patron is used here in a political and economic sense whereby individuals gave their electoral support to influential persons in return for certain rewards.
28. C. B. Clark, Albuquerque, item no. 10830-20, New Mexico Militia, Captain C. B.
Clark Company, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
29. José Baca y Delgado, Ciénega, item no. 10829-5, Muster and Pay Roll no.596, New
Mexico Milita, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA. Sixteen men from Baca y
Delgado’s company were declared deserters following the Battle of Valverde. One man,
Pvt. José Romero, was killed.
30. Juan Armijo, Socorro, item no. 10827-1, Muster and Pay Roll no.563, New Mexico Militia, Third Division, Company C, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
31. Lorenzo Labadie to Señor [Edward R. S. Canby], 28 July 1862, and Lista de los
nombres de las perzonas que fueron al paiz de los apaches mescaleros, el 27 de Julio,
1862, LR, DNM, RG 393, NA.
32. Labadie to Señor [Edward R. S. Canby], 31 May 1862, 18 and 30 August 1862, LR,
DNM, RG 393, NA.
33. Legacy of Honor: The Life of Rafael Chacón, a Nineteenth-Century New Mexican,
ed. Jacqueline Dorgan Meketa (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1986),
133–35. Also, Saturnino Barrientos, item no. 10825-26, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR,
NMSRCA.
34. Carson to William J. L. Nicodemus, 1 December 1861, LR, DNM, RG 393, NA.
35. Alonzo Ferdinand Ickis, Bloody Trails along the Rio Grande: A Day-by-Day Diary of
Alonzo Ferdinand Ickis, ed. Nolie Mumey (Denver, Colo.: Fred A. Rosenstock, 1958), 60.
36. Ibid.
37. Chacón, Legacy of Honor, 252, 257. The Pino brothers returned to New Mexico
with Rafael Chacón in February 1864, after the captain had escorted the Arizona officials
to Fort Whipple and was returning to Fort Wingate.
38. William Chapman to William J. L. Nicodemus, 25 November 1861, LR, DNM, RG
393, NA.
39. Christopher “Kit” Carson to William J. L. Nicodemus, 16 November 1861, LR,
DNM, RG 393, NA.
40. Christopher “Kit” Carson to William J. L. Nicodemus, 30 November 1861, LR,
DNM, RG 393, NA.
41. Christopher “Kit” Carson to William J. L. Nicodemus, 9 December 1861, LR,
DNM, RG 393, NA.
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42. Henry Connelly to William Seward, 17 November 1861, LR, RG 59, NA.
43. Henry Connelly to Charles P. Clever, 2 October 1861, RAGT, TANM, NMSRCA;
and Charles P. Clever, General Orders no. 3, 2 October 1861, RAGT, TANM, NMSRCA.
44. Henry Connelly to Charles P. Clever, 2 October 1861, RAGT, TANM, NMSRCA.
45. Circular, 17 January 1862, General Orders, 1862, DNM, RG 393, NA.
46. Hubbell to S. Smith, 28 January 1862, LR, DNM, RG 393, NA.
47. General Orders no. 62, 7 December 1861, General Orders, 1861, DNM, RG 393, NA.
48. Melquiades Ramírez, Fort Craig, item no. 10826-3, Muster Roll no.554, First Cavalry of New Mexico Mounted Militia; José de Jesus Duran, Las Vegas, item no. 10830-8,
Muster Roll no.633; New Mexico Militia, Company G; and Néstor Jaramillo, Albuquerque, item no. 10829-21, Muster Roll no.611, New Mexico Mounted Militia, all Civil War,
Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
49. Carmen Abeita, Entry 519, CMSR, Records of the Adjutant General’s Office,
1780s–1917, Record Group 94, National Archives and Record Administration, Washington, D.C. [hereafter AGO, RG 94, NA].
50. Juan de la Luz Gallegos, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
51. Diego Archuleta to Señor [Charles P. Clever], 29 November 1861; and Archuleta
to Amigo [Clever], 29 November 1861, William G. Ritch Collection, The Huntington
Library, San Marino, California [hereafter WGRP, HL]. The camp was likely named for
Sen. Thomas Hart Benton of Missouri, a staunch advocate of western expansion who had
died in 1858.
52. William Chapman to William J. L. Nicodemus, 24 November 1861, LR, DNM, RG
393, NA.
53. Ramón Rivera, Río Arriba, item no. 10829-2, Muster Roll no.593, New Mexico
Mounted Militia, Company G, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
54. The village should not be confused with the mountain community of Chama to
the north, near the Colorado border.
55. José de Merced Sánchez, Río Arriba, item no. 10830-27, Muster Roll no.3912, New
Mexico Militia; and Juan de Jesús Valdez, item no. 10830-13, Muster and Pay Roll no.638,
New Mexico Mounted Militia, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
56. Gabriel Vigil, item no. 10826-10, Muster Roll no.556, New Mexico Militia; Pedro
Sisneros, Taos, item no. 10829-9, Muster-In Roll no.599, New Mexico Militia; and Aniseto Valdez, item no. 10829-19, Muster Roll no.609, New Mexico Militia, all Civil War,
Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
57. Benigno Valdez, item no. 10828-13, Muster-In and Out Roll no.589, New Mexico
Militia, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
58. Felipe Sandoval, item no. 10830-38, Muster-In Roll no.53, Santa Ana County Militia, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA; and Santa Ana County, New Mexico,
Federal Census, 1860, r. 716, Eighth Census of the United States, RG 29, NA. One man in
Captain Sandoval’s company deserted at Casa Colorado and a second at Peralta. In September 1862, Sandoval would enroll a second company of militia at Peña Blanca in Santa
Ana County.
59. Juan José Gallegos, item no. 10829-18, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
Nine men in the company were reported as deserters.
60. Louis W. Leroux, item no. 10829-17, New Mexico Militia, Civil War, Muster Rolls,
NMAGR, NMSRCA. Leroux, not to be confused with the Ledoux family in the area, is
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not listed on the 1860 census, but is at Las Gallinas in San Miguel County in 1870, where
he lists his occupation as a sawyer. Mora County, New Mexico, Federal Census, 1860, r.
716, Eighth Census of the United States; and Mora County, New Mexico, Federal Census,
1870, r. 894, Ninth Census of the United States, RG 29, NA.
61. José Ignacio Martínez, Fort Union, item no. 10830-23, Muster Roll no.685, New
Mexico Militia, Mora County Militia; and Felipe Romero, item no. 10829-8, Muster Roll
no.598, New Mexico Mounted Militia, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
62. José Baca y Delgado, Ciénega, item no. 10829-5, Muster and Pay Roll no.596, New
Mexico Militia; and José Gonzales, item no. 10826-4, Muster Roll no.549, New Mexico
Militia, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
63. Gaspar Ortiz y Alarid, item no. 10826-11, Muster roll no.558, New Mexico Militia;
and item no. 10830-26, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
64. Clark Diary, 18 December 1861.
65. Clark Diary, 27 December 1861.
66. Antonio Sena, Santa Fe, item no. 10828-11, Muster Roll no.587, New Mexico Militia, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
67. José Ignacio Martínez, Fort Union, item no. 10830-23, Muster Roll no.685, New
Mexico Militia, Mora County Militia; item no. 10828; Ramon Rivera, Río Arriba, item
no. 10829-2, Muster Roll no.593, New Mexico Mounted Militia, Company G, Civil War,
Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA; and Río Arriba County, New Mexico, Federal Census, 1860, r. 716, Eighth Census of the United States, RG 29, NA.
68. Jesús María Serrano, item no. 10829-13, Muster and Pay Roll no.603, New Mexico
Militia, Company H, First Regiment; José E. Durán, Santa Fe, item no. 10826-6, Muster
Roll no.551, New Mexico Militia; and Ramón Sena y Rivera, item no. 10829-16, Muster
Roll no.604, New Mexico Mounted Militia, Company C, Second Regiment, all Civil War,
Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
69. Jesús María Silva, Galisteo, item no. 10826-1, New Mexico Militia, Company G;
Charles Probst, item no. 10827-8, First Cavalry of New Mexico Mounted Volunteers;
and Francisco Bustamante, item no. 10830-30, all Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR,
NMSRCA.
70. José Bernal, Las Vegas, item no. 10830-6, Muster Roll no.631, First Cavalry of New
Mexico Mounted Volunteers; Manuel Jimenez, item no. 10829-20, Muster Roll no.610,
New Mexico Militia, Company F, First Regiment; Juan Manuel Silva, Anton Chico, item
no. 10830-2, Muster Roll no.612, First Cavalry of New Mexico Mounted Volunteers;
Reginio Ulibarri, Fort Union, item no. 10830-12, Muster Roll no.638, New Mexico Militia; and José de Jesús Durán, Las Vegas, item no. 10830-8, Muster Roll no.633, New Mexico Militia, all Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
71. For a brief but excellent history of the two communities, see Thomas C. Windes,
“A Dendrochronological Study of Nineteenth-Century San Miguel del Vado and San
Jose del Vado in Northeastern New Mexico,” New Mexico Historical Review 86 (fall 2011):
461–89. Strategically located on the Río Pecos near where the Santa Fe Trail crossed the
river, San Miguel del Vado had long served as a port-of-entry for caravans entering New
Mexico. Here for decades caravans had stopped to pay a customs tax before proceeding on to Santa Fe. As late as the Civil War, San Miguel continued to operate as a base
of operations for slave and retaliatory expeditions against Indians, especially the Navajos. By the time of the war, the county seat had been relocated to Las Vegas, and when
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Las Vegas obtained the switching yards for the recently completed Atchison, Topeka,
and Santa Fe Railroad in 1879–1880, the village population significantly declined from as
many as two thousand to less than two hundred by 1930.
72. José Guadalupe Romero, item no. 10826-2, New Mexico Militia, Civil War, Muster
Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
73. Celso Baca, item no. 10828-15, New Mexico Militia, Civil War, Muster Rolls,
NMAGR, NMSRCA; and Descriptive Book of the N.M. Regiments, List of Commissioned Officers, Index to Muster Rolls, subseries 4.1, Muster Rolls, series 4, New Mexico Adjutant General Records, collection 1973-019, New Mexico State Records Center
and Archives, Santa Fe, N.Mex. [hereafter LCO, NMAGR, NMSRCA]. Fifteen men from
Baca’s company would be charged with desertion.
74. Atanacio Ulibarri, item no. 10827-17, Muster-Out Roll no.576, New Mexico Militia, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
75. Ramón Ulibarri, Tecolote, item no. 10830-10, Muster Roll no.635, New Mexico
Militia, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
76. Marc Simmons, ed., Land of Enchantment: Memoirs of Marian Russell along the
Santa Fe Trail (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1981), 117.
77. José de la Cruz Gutiérrez, item no. 10828-8, Muster Roll no.584; Felipe Sánchez,
Tecolote, item no. 10830-5, Muster Roll no.630, First Cavalry of New Mexico Mounted
Volunteers; and Viterbo Almanzar, Los Balles, item no. 10830-3, Muster Roll no.628,
First Cavalry of New Mexico Mounted Volunteers, all Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR,
NMSRCA.
78. Manuel Flores, item no. 10830-4, Muster Roll no.629, First Cavalry of New Mexico Mounted Volunteers, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA. Chaperito had a
population of 432 in 1860. San Miguel County, New Mexico, Federal Census, 1860, r. 713,
Eighth Census of the United States, RG 29, NA.
79. Santiago Gallegos, item no. 10830-7, Muster Roll no.632, First Cavalry of New
Mexico Mounted Volunteers, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA. Also, San
Miguel County, New Mexico, Federal Census, 1860, r. 713, Eighth Census of the United
States, RG 29, NA.
80. Agapíto García, Sapello, item no. 10830-9, Muster Roll no.634, New Mexico Militia, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
81. Manuel Silva, Anton Chico, item no. 10830-2, Muster Roll no.612, First Cavalry
of New Mexico Mounted Volunteers, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
Also, San Miguel County, New Mexico, Federal Census, 1860, r. 713, Eighth Census of the
United States, RG 29, NA.
82. Felipe Sandoval, item no. 10826-14, Muster Roll no.554, New Mexico Militia;
and Antonio Valdez, item no. 10830-18, New Mexico Militia, Civil War, Muster Rolls,
NMAGR, NMSRCA.
83. Tomás Montoya, item no. 10829-4, Muster Roll no.595, New Mexico Mounted
Militia, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
84. A. W. Evans to Juan C. Chaves, 1 January 1863, Militia Claims, NMAGR, NMSRCA;
and Juan C. Chaves, Corrales, item no. 10830-14, New Mexico Militia, Civil War, Muster
Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
85. Julián Perea, Bernalillo, item no. 10826-13, New Mexico Militia, Civil War, Muster
Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
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86. Francisco Aragón, ítem no. 10829-3, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
87. Juan de Dios Baca, Albuquerque, item no. 10829-11, Muster Roll no.601, New Mexico Militia, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
88. Law. G. Murphy to William J. L. Nicodemus, 30 January 1862, LR, DNM, RG 393, NA.
89. Agustín del Valle, Albuquerque, item no. 10830-11, Muster Roll no.636, New Mexico Militia; and Agustín del Valle, Albuquerque, item no. 10830-32, Muster Roll no.48,
New Mexico Mounted Militia, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
90. Charles B. Clark, Albuquerque, item no. 10830-20, New Mexico Militia, Civil War,
Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA. After the war, Clark moved to Santa Fe, where he
became a beef contractor for the U.S. Army. Bernalillo County, New Mexico, Federal
Census, 1860, r .712, Eighth Census of the United States; and Santa Fe County, New Mexico, Federal Census, 1870, r. 896, Ninth Census of the United States, RG 29, NA. Clark is
listed in the 1860 census as having been born in Kentucky, although the 1870 Santa Fe
census has his birth in New York. The contentious and nervy Clark later claimed that
many of the goods seized by Federal authorities from what remained of the mercantile
business of Manuel and Rafael Armijo had actually been taken from his store. C. B. Clark
to Edward Canby, 25 May 1862, LR, DNM, RG 393, NA.
91. Miguel E. Pino, Oath of Allegiance, 18 August 1861, in Pino, CMSR, AGO, RG 94,
NA.
92. C. B. Clark to Edward Canby, 22 November 1861, and Lawrence Murphy to William J. L. Nicodemus, 30 January 1861, both in LR, DNM, RG 393, NA.
93. John R. Hubbell, Albuquerque, item no. 10826-7, Muster Roll no.552, New Mexico
Militia, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA; and Bernalillo County, New Mexico, Federal Census, 1860, r. 712, Eighth Census of the United States, RG 29, NA.
94. “Statement of service of Capt. Francisco Montoya, N.M. Militia,” 20 August 1863,
Letters Sent Book, vol. 45, DNM, RG 393, NA; and Francisco Montoya, item no. 1083025, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
95. Bartolo García, Atrisco, item no. 10827-14, Muster Roll no.573, New Mexico Militia, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA; and Descriptive Book of the N.M. Regiments, LCO, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
96. Atanacio Montoya, item no. 10829-10, Muster Roll no.601, New Mexico Mounted
Militia; Néstor Jaramillo, Albuquerque, item no. 10829-21, Muster Roll no.611, New Mexico Mounted Militia; and Geronimo Chaves, item no. 10827-9, Muster Roll no.570, First
Cavalry of New Mexico Mounted Volunteers, all Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR,
NMSRCA.
97. Manuel Alarid, item no. 10827-12, Muster Roll no.571, New Mexico Militia; and
item no. 10827-13, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
98. Rómulo Salazar, item no. 10828-1, New Mexico Militia, Civil War, Muster Rolls,
NMAGR, NMSRCA.
99. José de Merced Sánchez, item no. 20830-27, Muster Roll no.3912, New Mexico
Militia, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA. José M. Sánchez had participated
in the Navajo War in 1860.
100. Charles Beach, item no. 10827-3, New Mexico Militia, Civil War, Muster Rolls,
NMAGR, NMSRCA. Beach later enlisted in the Volunteers and was involved with Capt.
James Graydon in the Gallinas Massacre in November 1862. He does not appear on the
1860 census.
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101. José Dolores Gallegos, item no. 10828-14, New Mexico Militia, Civil War, Muster
Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
102. Socorro County, New Mexico, Federal Census, 1860, r. 714, Eighth Census of the
United States, RG 29, NA; and Jerry Thompson, “‘Gloom Over Our Fair Land’: Socorro
County During the Civil War,” New Mexico Historical Review 73 (April 1998): 99–119.
103. Juan Carrillo, item no. 10830-24, Muster Roll no.1869, New Mexico Mounted
Militia; and Gabriel Pino, item no. 10829-7, Muster Roll no.597, New Mexico Mounted
Militia, Company E, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
104. Luis Tafoya, Fort Craig, item no. 10829-14, Muster and Pay Roll no.604, New
Mexico Militia, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA; and Socorro County, New
Mexico, Federal Census, 1860, r. 714, Eighth Census of the United States, RG 29, NA.
105. Cayetano Tafoya, item no. 10829-12, New Mexico Militia, Civil War, Muster Rolls,
NMAGR, NMSRCA; and Socorro County, New Mexico, Federal Census, 1860, r. 714,
Eighth Census of the United States, RG 29, NA.
106. Néstor Gonzales, Fort Craig, item no. 10829-15, Muster and Pay Roll no.605, New
Mexico Militia, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA.
107. José Trujillo, Socorro, item no. 10830-41, Muster and Pay Roll no.51, New Mexico
Militia; Juan Armijo, item no. 10827-1, Muster and Pay Roll no.563, New Mexico Militia;
and Dionacio Jaramillo, item no. 10827-6, Muster Roll no.567, New Mexico Militia all
Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA. Part of Jaramillo’s influence in the county
was due to the fact that he had married into the influential Baca family.
108. Candelario García, Socorro, item no. 10826-15, Muster Roll no.562, New Mexico
Militia, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA; and Socorro County, New Mexico,
Federal Census, 1860, r. 714, Eighth Census of the United States, RG 29, NA.
109. Antonio José García, Socorro, item no. 10827-18, Muster Roll no.577, New Mexico Militia, Civil War, Muster Rolls, NMAGR, NMSRCA. Cañada Alamosa had a population of 291 at the time. Socorro County, New Mexico, Federal Census, 1860, r. 714,
Eighth Census of the United States, RG 29, NA.
110. Proceedings of the Seventh and Eighth Annual Encampments, Grand Army of the
Republic, Department of New Mexico, held at Socorro, N.M., April 9, 1890, and Deming
N.M., March 24, 1891 (Albuquerque: 1891), 24.
111. Victoria Sánchez, “Robert H. Stapleton of Socorro,” La Herencia 7 (October 1999):
22; Socorro County, New Mexico, Federal Census, 1860, r. 714, Eighth Census of the
United States, RG 29, NA; Socorro County, New Mexico, Federal Census, 1870, r. 896,
Ninth Census of the United States, RG 29, NA; and Socorro County, New Mexico, Federal Census, 1880, r. 804, Tenth Census of the United States, RG 29, NA. Stapleton’s store
at Valverde was a favorite hangout for soldiers, especially officers, before the war. When
the store was plundered of $3,000 in merchandise by the Texans following the Battle of
Valverde, Stapleton moved to Socorro, where he continued to be a political force in the
county. Stapleton later operated a sawmill in the Magdalena Mountains, became a friend
of the aging Gila Apache leader Nana, and was elected to the New Mexico Legislative
Assembly. He ran a profitable mercantile business in the community. Stapleton died on
8 July 1891 and was buried in the Catholic cemetery in an unmarked grave. Victoria Sánchez, interview by author, 1 April 2011.
112. Roberts to AAG, 16 December 1861, LR, DNM, RG 393, NA.
113. Quoted in Emmett, Fort Union, 241; and Poulin, New Mexico Volunteers, 11.
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114. Edward Canby to James Donaldson, 7 January 1862, LR, DNM, RG 393, NA.
115. Henry Connelly to Seward, 26 October 1861, OR, III, 1: 600–601. The original of
this letter can be found in LR, RG 59, NA.
116. Ibid.
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